
January 6
George E. Christeson purchased the old
Christeson farm this week from the
Christeson heirs. We have not learned,
but suppose George and his good wife
will return and become citizens of Pu-
laski county—at least we hope so.

January 13
A Business for You?

PROFIT IN SKUNK FARM.
Majority of Failures Due to Lack of Ex-
perience With Animals’ Habits—Much

Time and Energy Needed
(by H. K. Fisher.)

From time to time skunk farms have
been established but from some cause,
probably lack of experience, cost of
feeding the animals, or fencing the en-
closures, the industry was soon discon-
tinued.
The majority of people who start in

this business seem to think that the ani-
mals will take care of themselves, and
do not appreciate that, to make a suc-
cess, they will have to devote a great
deal of time and energy.
This is true in regard to the domesti-

cated animals and is doubly so where
wild ones are concerned. There is no
reason why a man should not succeed
in the skunk business, if he is fond of
animals and is willing to get well ac-
quainted with their habits.

SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—Chas. Schlicht left
his work and started the roller mill for
E. M. Slone at Crocker.

The Pullman people are negotiating
with Schlicht & Son to get their supply
of water from the magnesia springs for
their dining car.
SWEDEBORG NEWS—Mr. Chas. Schlicht
of Schlicht, Mo., was in town Monday
circulating a petition for the county
court to help donate enough to help
make a road from Schlicht Station to
the building site of the Knight temple
in the Moccasin Bend.
BIG PINEY—C. M. Rowden has bought
out the firm of Boyt & Clark and will
wield the yard stick at this place of
business hereafter. The old members
will fish and hunt and remain gentle-
men of leisure in the future.
LOCAL—The life of Walter Christeson,
who has been dangerously ill the past
week, is fast ebbing away as we go to
press and ere this reaches our readers
he may be no more. About ten days ago
Walter had an eruption on his face
from which he squeezed a black head
and blood poison set in. His suffering
has been intense. Everything has been
done to save his life and to alleviate his
sufferings. He sustained more than 200
punctures about the face and throat
and it was thought at one time the dis-

ease was checked, but it spread up-
ward and it is beyond medical skill to
offer further defense. Walter is one of
the nicest, quietest, manly young men
of our town and how sad it is to have
him cut down just in the morn of man-
hood. The sympathy of the entire com-
munity goes out to the family in their
sorrow.

January 20
Obituary.

A shadow of gloom was cast over our
little village last Friday when it was
learned that Walter Christeson had
passed away, although the news was
not unexpected, as his life had hung in
the balance for several days, yet this
did not seem to lessen the fall of sor-
row. His sufferings were intense from
the first, but all during his illness he
spoke of his love for his Savior and he
talked to Jesus every day of his life as
he also did during his last hours. Not
often is such a devout Christian found
in the tender years. Walter was the son
of Thos. J. and Mary Christeson, was
born May 24, 1896, died January 13,
1911. He leaves a mother, two brothers,
seven sisters, besides a host of relatives
and friends to mourn his untimely tak-
ing away. Walter was an exemplary
young man and was a consistent mem-
ber of the Methodist Church, was a
comfort and stay to his widowed

mother and beloved by all who knew
him. The funeral services were con-
ducted by Rev. W. H. Bostwick at the
home Saturday afternoon after which
the remains were laid to rest in the
family cemetery at Cedar Hill to await
the resurrection.
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—Fire from the rail-
road engine set the woods on fire and it
was only by hard work that the Cox
residence was saved from burning.

A manufacturer of needles makes
many good points.
LOCAL ITEMS—Having sold his farm
and purchased the Big Piney Roller
Mills, J. R. Clark will sell all his per-
sonal property at public sale Saturday,
January 28th, 1911, at his farm near Big
Piney.

Mrs. T. J. Christeson certainly must
have been born under an unlucky star
as she has experienced quite a bit of
bad luck lately—losses by fire and oth-
erwise. Only a few weeks ago she had
one of her horses badly hurt and last
Monday a good cow got her leg
broke—such is life with its losses and
crosses.

The Chester Comedy Co., which
came here the first of the week, gave a
performance at the Long Hall Wednes-
day evening to a good sized crowd.
They are a nice appearing set and have
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The Pulaski County news of one
hundred years ago reveals a feeling
of good times in our central Ozarks.

There was general prosperity and busi-
nesses in our towns and villages were
making improvements and expanding.
Concrete sidewalk construction in front of
stores and homes was newsworthy and
there were still items telling who had a
telephone installed, although this was on
the wane, due to either most residences
had ‘phones or the novelty had worn off.
Agitation for better roads was gaining mo-
mentum.

Overall, 1911 was a progressive year. Al-
though Theodore Roosevelt’s term as
President was over in March of 1909, his
Progressive Movement leadership had im-
bued the country with his energetic spirit.
Progressive Republican Herbert S. Hadley,
who shared Roosevelt’s trust busting and
conservation values, was governor.
Although the Pulaski County Democrat is

our most often used source to give you a
notion of life a century ago, we also read
papers from neighboring counties. There
are items from the Lebanon Rustic (La-
clede), Licking News and Houston Herald
(Texas), and Rolla Herald (Phelps). These
counties are in the area known as “Old
Pulaski,” when antebellum Pulaski in-
cluded modern Camden, Laclede, Wright,
and parts of Phelps, Maries, Texas, and
Webster counties.

News of 1911
IN OLD PULASKI

The newspapers had a network
of community correspon-
dents. Each correspondent re-

ported who was sick, who visited
whom, who sold what, and what
was being built. This type of news
accounted for about 90 per cent of
the local news ink. We have gener-
ally omitted the sick call and the vis-
itation reports. The larger railroad
towns (Dixon, Crocker, and Rich-
land) usually reported each week.
News from the smaller communi-
ties (e.g. Big Piney, Decker, Bailey,
and Hooker) was reported sporadi-
cally. Some of these communities in
Pulaski County have lost their iden-
tity today for the general public (see
map at left). The items below are
from the 1911 Pulaski County Democ-
rat, unless noted otherwise.



the medicine to cure your ills. [Long
Hall was the second floor of the J. L. Long
Mercantile, above the present location of
Lone Oak Printing, directly across the
street from the courthouse in Waynesville.
Recent remodeling has converted that space
into two floors of apartments.]

We are informed that the Pulaski
County Democrat is now snugly en-
sconced in its new home and will re-
sume the even tenor of their way. We
congratulate the publishers on their en-
terprise in recovering so quickly from
their serious loss. May they live long
and prosper—Dixon Progress. [During
the early morning hours of Sunday, Octo-
ber 16, the wooden business houses on the
south side of the square burned, including
the office of the Pulaski County Democ-
rat. It was back in business in a short time
in temporary quarters in Long Hall. For a
complete account of the fire, see the 2010
Old Settlers Gazette “1910 News” section,
available online at www.oldstagecoach-
stop.org.]

Our efficient road boss, Frank Gan
has been doing some splendid work in
his district and expecially on the bluff
road around the spring. The bluff has
been blasted out and the road bed
widened considerable, making it much
more safe for pedestrians to travel over.
He should be made governor of our
great state [see right.]

January 27
LOCAL—The Chester Comedy Com-
pany, which played four nights here
last week at the Long Hall, left Sunday
for Swedeborg, where they have a
week’s engagement. They were a nice
set of show folks and sold considerable
medicine, soap, etc. in this city. They
expect to return here some time in the
spring.

The Pulaski County Democrat, which
was recently burned out, and had since
been issued under great difficulties,
reached our exchange table last week.
It is its old self again. Sister Wheeler
and Brother Ragsdale have shown their
vim, vigor and determination by so
quickly rebounding from their great
loss and shock, and their efforts will
surely be appreciated by their patrons.

Here’s hoping that their loss—as heavy
as it was—will prove a gain in the long
run.—Pulaski County News [The Pulaski
County News also changed hands this
week. Arandel Goforth, who published it in
Crocker the preceding year, sold the paper
to Rev. T. M. Smith.]
GASCONADE GRABS—We understand a
new 18 horse power engine is soon to
be set on Turkey Ridge.

E. A. Steckel is making things hum on
Turkey Ridge. We hope soon to be able
to have a public school on this side.

February 3
A Successful Teacher.

Brownfield, Mo.
Editor Democrat—Please give me
space in your interesting paper for a
few words of praise in behalf of our
friend and teacher, Prof. R. A. Bell, who
closed his fifth term of school in this
district, all of which has been taught
with great success. Every one was
pleased with the dinner that was
spread at the usual hour, and the nice
entertainment that followed. We are in-
formed that Mr. Bell has decided to
abandon his profession of teaching in
order to carry out his business as a
farmer and stockman. We are very
sorry of this, too, for he has had the
greatest influence over his pupils and
they have entire confidence in him.
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The Big Spring was a popular picnic spot, especially on Sundays after church. The City of
Waynesville bought the spring at the estate auction of Frank O. Gray in November of 1909
for a bid of $200. The graded road bed is visible above the spring but the concrete wall has
yet to be built. For more pictures and information about the spring, see the 2008 Old Settlers
Gazette online. Courtesy of Jan and Terry Primas.

Bank of Crocker Looking for a doctor you can
really connect with?
St. John’s Clinic is proud to serve the St. Robert community with a 
comprehensive team of primary care physicians and specialists who 
treat a variety of medical conditions. Our physicians get to know you 
over time and understand your unique medical needs. 

When you choose a St. John’s Clinic physician, you can use our online 
service, MyMercy, to stay connected with your doctor between visits. 
MyMercy also allows you to check lab results and request prescription 
refills, which you can pick up at our on-site pharmacy here at St. John’s 
Clinic — St. Robert. Visit mercy.net to learn more.

Improving access to high quality health care…that’s a work of mercy. 

St. John’s Clinic – St. Robert
608 City Route 66, St. Robert, MO 65584

573-336-5100
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Also he had a number of pupils that
never missed a day or got a “tardy”
mark for the last two years. We wish
Mr. Bell much success in his future
work and hope he may decide to
change his mind and teach us another
good school. —A Citizen of the District,
January 25th, 1911. [Robert Alfred Bell,
1885-1967, was a successful businessman,
lawyer, and politician. He taught in several
of the rural schools and was teacher and
Superintendent of Bloodland School. He
transformed the family home into the Bell
Hotel (now Waynesville Memorial Chapel)
on Route 66 in 1925 and his family oper-
ated it until 1937. Bell served two terms as
county prosecuting attorney, Probate
Judge, and sixteen years as Magistrate
Judge of Pulaski County. He was mayor of
Waynesville in 1941 when construction of
Fort Leonard Wood began and had to deal
with the concomitant municipal problems
caused by the huge influx of people.]
LOCAL ITEMS—Chief Creecy purchased
a fine driving mare from S. G. Ballard
this week. [Chief Creecy was the former
Chief of Police of St. Louis, whose forced re-
tirement in 1910 led Creecy to take up resi-
dence on his Gasconade River farm. He

drove into Waynesville in the first auto
seen in town but seems not to have driven
the automobile in the county after that. Oc-
casional news items appear about the Chief
buying a horse or having a buggy mishap.
For more information about Edmund A.
Creecy’s career and ouster as St. Louis
Chief of Police, see the news section in last
year’s Gazette, available online.]

No. 10, fast mail train, was derailed
on the Dixon hill Monday morning,
which greatly delayed traffic several
hours. Bernie Crawl, fireman, was seri-
ously hurt and 12 passengers injured.

Lee Baker and S. T. Rollins are put-
ting on city airs. Mr. Hawkins of Salem
is installing an acetylene lighting sys-
tem in their homes.

February 10
LOCAL ITEMS—I will be in Waynesville
February 27th to remain a few days to
do plate work only. Call at the Black
Hotel on above date and arrange ap-
pointments.

F. W. Brownfield, D. D. S.
[The Black Hotel, known today as the Old
Stagecoach Stop, was the place for itinerant
dentists and doctors to stay for a short
time.]

The steel for the new bridge across
Roubidoux west of town has arrived at
Crocker [railroad depot] and the work of
constructing same will be commenced
at an early date.
The Spring Term of Iberia Academy

opens March the 9th. This school is
splendidly equipped and is fully ac-
credited by our State university. Special
attention is paid to the training of
teachers and opportunities are afforded
for work in business branches or in
music. Students are taken care of in the
halls and have a beautiful home life
under the immediate charge of the
teachers. If you are interested, write to
the Principal for a catalogue.

FLAMES DESTROYMISSOURI CAPITOL
$20,000 IN CASH, 450,000 SCHOOL

BONDS AND $100,000 LEGISLATIVE
SCRIPT BURNED.

SOLONS RESUME DUTIES
Although Buried in the Ruins, It Is Believed
Fire Did Not Reach the Office of Governor,

Treasurer and Insurance Department

Jefferson City, Mo.—The Missouri capi-
tol was partially destroyed by fire Sun-

day night.
A shaft of lightning which struck the

pinnacle of the cupola shortly before 8
o’clock started the blaze that burned
the old pile.

The loss to the building alone is esti-
mated at $1,000,000. The state had been
unable to induce any company to in-
sure either the building or its contents.

Records of incalculable value were
burned. The original land grants,
which it would have been impossible
to replace, were saved through the
heroic efforts of Secretary of State Cor-
nelius Roach, attaches of his office and
a host of volunteers.

Other records, including those per-
taining to the corporations of the state,
are in vaults that may or may not be
fireproof. In the vault in the treasurer’s
office when the roof crashed in was
$20,000 in cash, $500,000 in school
bonds and $100,000 in legislative script.
A time lock prevented the opening of
the inner vault. It is supposed to be
fireproof.

The records of the present house of
representatives were destroyed. The
senate records were saved.
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Bell Hotel, ca. 1926. Robert A. Bell established the Bell Hotel as Highway 14
through Waynesville was being redisignated Route 66. In addition to the main
building, there were cabins built on the grounds and later a garage and restaurant
were added. Courtesy Jan and Terry Primas.

Byron and Mabel Smith, an immigrant teaching couple from Illinois, started the
Iberia Academy in a closed school in the fall of 1890. In 1907, Alumni Hall was
erected as a boarding quarters for the female students at a cost of $10,000. The
Academy served as a normal school and provided education in other depart-
ments. The last commencement was in 1951. Courtesy of John Bradbury.

An eerie photo of the state capitol fire caused by lightning at 6:15 the evening of
February 5, 1911. Both pictures courtesy of Missouri State Archives.

Citizens stroll by the ruins of the second capitol. The third capitol, three times the
size of the second, was finished in 1917 at a cost of $4.31 million.



The destruction of the building will
force the legislature, now in session, to
seek temporary quarters, probably in
the courthouse and opera house here.

The state officers and the legislature
will be without an adequate home for
several years.

The burning of the capitol at this time
is expected to start anew the struggle to
take the state department away from
Jefferson City. Sedalia and University
City are two places that have been at-
tempting during the present session to
vote for a capital-removal amendment
to the constitution.

The battle against the flames was an
unequal one from the start. The cupola
on top of the dome, where the fire had
its origin, is 120 feet from the ground
and the water pressure was insufficient
to reach it.

Jefferson City has no paid fire depart-
ment and does not even boast a fire en-
gine. The volunteers did the best they
could with the available equipment,
but their efforts were pitifully futile.
Men cursed, the women wept, as they
saw first the dome consumed by the
flames, then the center of the building
and, finally, the two wings, which were
added to the original building in 1887.

Fire Chief W. H. Paul of Sedalia and
eight men of the Sedalia department
made a record run on a special train

over the Missouri Pacific to the capital.
The distance, 65 miles, was covered in
a few minutes more than an hour.

The Sedalia department brought ap-
paratus to aid in fighting the fire.

Sedalia fought hard for the capital
when the removal from Jefferson City
was agitated a decade ago, and that
city was the first to offer assistance to
preserve the burning building.

The fire special left Sedalia at 9:30
o’clock and the track to Jefferson City
was kept open, giving it the right of
way.

The governor, other officials and the
volunteers stayed in the building as
long as they possibly could, being
forced finally to flee for their lives as
the roofs of the two wings crashed in
almost simultaneously at 9:10.

The local company of state guards
were the last to leave the building.
They worked like heroes under the
command of Major Paul Hung, and
when they were ordered out by the
governor came reluctantly, their faces
blistered and blackened by the smoke
and heat.

Joseph Frank, one of the volunteer
firemen, was carried from the building
half suffocated. Secretary Robert Mc-
Clintic of the senate and a force of his
clerks had a narrow escape. They were
carrying out the senate records when a

skylight collapsed above their heads.

February 24
A. J. McDonald of Richland, state repre-
sentative, had the following to say about
the burned state capitol in his “News From
the State Capital” letter:

Capitol removal talk has subsided, as
I predicted in my last week’s letter.
Ways and means plans for rebuilding
the Capitol is now under headway and
the legislature will probably arrange
for the plan next week for rebuilding.
The two wings of the Capitol were
damaged very little and three million
dollars would be ample to rebuild a
splendid Capitol on the old historic
site, which practically everybody here
is in favor of.
LAQUEY—Since there are so many cities
wanting the Capitol Laquey has about
abandoned the idea of trying to land it.
HANCOCK ITEMS—J. Goodman has a
new telephone installed in his home.
BIG PINEY—Page & Ray have sold their
grocery store and barber shop to
Charley Mee.

March 3
News from the State Capital.

...The Legislature invited W. J. Bryan to
speak to the House Thursday. The
House and Senate assembled at the
House chamber and heard a fine
speech. At night there was a banquet

given him at the Madison House and
after a splendid supper we listened to
Mr. Bryan for two hours in his elo-
quent talk on Brotherhood. He was
grand and showed Mr. Bryan in a new
role. Some call him Preacher Bryan.
Well he delivered the grandest sermon
a man ever listened to and he stands
before the people as one of the greatest
men of this age.
...I want to say to Waynesville, Crocker
and Bloodland people that if they will
organize and take up their railroad
proposition from Jefferson City and
running south through Waynesville
and their connecting points, they can
get it through if they will be prompt
about it. I have talked it up with a great
many business men and they said to
me if you would gather all the facts
and names of promoters and present it
to them they would use their influence
to get it through. I believe that now is
the time for you to get it through and I
would advise you to take this matter
up at once and present it before the
Legislature adjourns and I can be con-
siderable help to you; in fact I have
some very strong promises to help you
out. If you will keep me posted I will
have things arranged for you to this
end by the time you are ready.
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—No. 4 was
wrecked between Schlicht and Swede-
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I Bank Bank of Iberia

Stop by the Pulaski County Visitor Center for help with
your vacation, weekend getaway or day trip planning.

Over 750 complimentary brochures available!

Business Owners
Take advantage of free advertising through the Tourism Bureau
and Visitors Center. Display your brochures in our County room
and obtain a free listing in the Pulaski County Visitors Guide and
VisitPulaskiCounty.com website, mobile site and phone app.
Other great opportunities are available.

Call today to inquire how your business can grow with tourism.

Pulaski County Tourism Bureau
137 St Robert Blvd. St Robert, MO 65584
573.336.6355 VisitPulaskiCounty.org



borg, ditching the engine also two men
were killed and several wounded.

The [Big Piney] Ladies Aid gave a box
supper Friday night which was highly
enjoyed by our young people and the
older ones was pleased with the good
behavior. Some of the boxes brought $1
at auction. The knife for the ugliest
man brought $1.60. The rug for the
prettiest lady was given to Josie Welch
and brought $3.00. The supper netted
$22.81. You see the ladies do things.
[$504.13 in 2010 dollars.]
LOCAL ITEMS—The County Court was
in session Saturday to receive bids for
the erection of a new bridge at the Rid-
dle ford on the Gasconade. A number
of representatives of companies were
here with sealed bids, but the contract
was let to the company who built all
our bridges—The Canton Bridge Com-
pany of Kansas City for the sum of
$6,696.

Miss Ruth Gan has accepted a posi-
tion on the Democrat and will soon be
a full-fledged typo.

Dr. F. W. Brownsfield came in from
Rich Hill Sunday and is doing dental
work at the Black hotel this week.
See those Buster Brown Blue Ribbon

Shoes for children at Huffts. [The Brown
Shoe Company debuted Buster Brown
Shoes for kids at the 1904 St. Louis World’s

Fair. The company licensed the Buster
Brown comic strip character, along with his
dog Tige, and they appeared in the com-
pany’s first national ads in The Saturday
Evening Post in 1911. The shoe brand is
still around.]

March 10
J. R. Burchard is installing an acety-

lene lighting system in the store and
will extend it to his and Bert’s resi-
dences.

Miss Ada Baker is the proud posses-
sor of a brand new bicycle. [Ada was the
daughter of Lee Baker, sheriff and hotel
owner, and was also the first love of Dru
Pippin.]

Lee Baker is having a well dug at the
Baker Hotel.

March 24
More New Buildings.

Waynesville is taking on new life. The
wave of improvement that started last
fall continues and the end is not yet. J.
J. Clark has decided to erect a concrete
block business house on his lot 44x70
which will be one of the very best loca-
tions for business in the City. He has
engaged G. M. Reed to make the blocks
and a block machine has been ordered
and active work will begin about April
1st. Also G. M. Reed is going to put a
building of the same kind 40x60 on the
corner of his lot on the east side of the

square—a good location and will add
much to the appearance of the town.
[Reed’s property was located next to the
Black Hotel/Old Stagecoach Stop on the
southeast corner of the square.] Mr. Reed
proposes to use his two rooms on the
front for his law and abstract offices
and have the postoffice located in the
rear of the building, leaving a large
room on the front for rent. This will
make plenty of office rooms in town to
rent. Since the fire office rooms could
not be had. When these buildings are
completed and a new building put on
the Tice lot, the business row will be

enclosed by all good substantial stone
cement or brick buildings practically
fire proof and will add much to the ap-
pearance of our little village.

G. M. Reed has been clearing up the
lots and resetting the fences, etc., on the
property he recently purchased from S.
O. Rayl, preparatory to beginning the
erection of a large concrete block build-
ing on the corner of the lot. [This refers
to the southeast corner of the square. The
two-story block building came first. The
rock building later housed a filling station,
tavern, and Jim’s Market, see below.]
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George Reed built the concrete block and stone buildings on his lot on the south-
east corner of the Waynesville square. His fine two story house with the bay win-
dow is just north (left) and to the left of his house is the Black Hotel/Old
Stagecoach Stop but not quite visible here. Courtesy of Jan and Terry Primas.

NEW
IN

WAYNESVILLE

Cardio Equipment
• Treadmills
• Elliptical Crosstrainers
• Stair Climbers
• eSpinners
• Spin Bikes

Strength Equipment
• Circuit/Selectorized
• Free Weights
• Racks
• Plate Loaded
• Max Rack
• TRX

Anytime Features
• 24-Hour Access
• 24-Hour Security
• Convenient Parking
• Personal Training
• Classes
• Private Restrooms
• Private Showers
• A0ordable dues that 1t your budget
• Flexible membership payment options
• Anywhere Club Access

Sta0ed Hours: Mon-Fri: 8 am - 7 pm
Saturday: 8 am - 12 pm

1104 Historic Route 66
(573) 842-5632

Waynesville, MO 65583
WaynesvilleMO@anytimefitness.com

www.anytimefitness.com/en-us/clubs/2571/Waynesville-MO-health-club



March 31
GASCONADE—E. A. Steckel and family
are moving back to the farm.
LOCAL—The County Court met Tues-
day to receive and settle with the com-
pany who built the Roubidoux bridge.
They also decided to have the ap-
proaches built, thus saving the county
considerable expense.

A quiet wedding was solemnized at
the home of Wm. Logan Saturday night
when Alex Logan and Miss Cora Yeak-
ley were united in the holy bond of
wedlock by Judge L. A. Carmack. The
contracting parties are both well and
favorable known in this community
and count their friends by their ac-
quaintances. The Democrat hastens to
join their many friends in wishing
them a long and happy life together.
[Miss Yeakley had been a maid at the Black
Hotel.]

Some men are like a laying hen: they
set up a big cackling every time they
do anything.

It is no trouble to admire the judg-
ment of a man who agrees with you.

April 7
RICHLAND RAPS—The Darr Show Co. of
Springfield gave a moving picture
show here three evenings last week.

Grave Yard Working.
There will be a working at Antioch

graveyard on Saturday, April 22nd, for
the purpose of cleaning up the
grounds, etc. All parties interested are
earnestly requested to come and bring
their axes, grubbing hoes, etc., and as-
sist in the work. The ladies of the
neighborhood have arranged to come
along to bring dinner for the workers
and plant flowers and assist in caring
for the graves of loved ones. Don’t for-
get the date, although it is a long time.
Come out.
SCHLICHT—Our neighbor, Andy Lund-
strum, came in contact with a wild hog
and Dr. Rayl had to patch him up.

John and Warren Wyrick have or-
dered a concrete block machine, power
mortar mixer, wood saw and gasoline
engine and will soon be ready to make
your concrete blocks and saw the wood
while you wait. They expect to do a
general contracting business and have
already closed a deal with G. M. Reed
to furnish the blocks for his and J. J.
Clark business buildings soon to be
erected.
FOR SALE—about 100 head of goats, old
and young. Apply to Cora Yeakley or
G. M. Reed. Waynesville, Mo. [Reed
lived next to the Black Hotel, aka Old
Stagecoach Stop. Cora was a maid at the
hotel. The guess is that Cora and George
Reed were in partnership on a herd of
goats, running them on the ground behind
the hotel and the Reed home. Cora just

married so probably wanted out of the goat
herd partnership. True or not, part of the
fun of reading the old news is guessing
what else was going on between the lines.]

I have bought Chester’s interest in
the livery stable and blacksmith shop
and now in full charge. I assume all the
indebtedness of the firm and all bills
and accounts due the same are payable
to me and I must insist that they be set-
tled at once. Ed Haney. [Chester and Ed
Haney had purchased the Waynesville Liv-
ery from Lee Baker shortly after he was
elected sheriff last year.]

Bloodland is putting on city airs.
They have purchased an acetyline
lighting system from Mr. Hawkins of
Salem and will soon have their City
well lighted. Bloodland is fast coming
to the front. Why can’t the citizens of
Waynesville get together and have the
county seat lighted. [As you have proba-
bly noticed by now, gas lighting was all the
rage, signifying the modern house or busi-
ness.]

Chester Haney and Opal Wheeler at-
tended the closing exercises of the
Rolling Heath school Friday. Miss
Blanche Burchard closed a very suc-
cessful eight month term at that place
and leaves with the good will of the pa-
trons of the district. She returned to her
home at Crocker Saturday.

We want eggs and poultry; will pay
top prices to fill our contracts.—J. B.
Christeson.

April 11
New Town Board Gets Busy.

The newly elected city ”dads” held
their first meeting Thursday night and
made orders for enough improvements
to make Waynesville look like a new
town and if all of them are complied
with the casual passer-by will hardly
discern it is the same old place. Some
of the orders are that the Marshal have
the road leading out east of town
worked as far as the first crossing of
the creek. Also new concrete walks
were ordered made along the Wilker-
son and Hedrick property on second

street and along the Scott, Land and
Roose property on Maple St., and also
along the Burchard warehouse; a street
crossing is to be put in from F. J. Chris-
teson’s place to the Long property
across third street. They also made an
order to have the wood piles, rubbish,
etc. cleaned up along the gully on the
business row. The boys should be com-
mended for this act as the old gully
and the rubbish thereon is an eyesore
to the town and if just a little city pride
was manifested along this line how
much better the town would look. The
new board starts out like they were
going to be heard from this year and
we hope they will not meet with an
early demise.
LAQUEY LYRE—A. E. Stone and W. W.
Talbott made 18 ties out of one tree one
day last week. How is that for Pulaski
Co. timber?
GASCONADE GRABS—School election
being over all has quieted down again
to the usual everyday life with nobody
hurt.
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—Stock law is doing
wonders; no ass, horse, bull and hog at
large. Everyone taking care of his own.

The Valley was overrun Sunday by
nearby citizens. Magnesia water and
Soda pop supplied the sports.
RICHLAND RAPS—The band boys took
their Minstrel show to Crocker Thurs-
day.
LOCAL ITEMS—The Crocker Dramatic
Club put on the play entitled Noel Car-
son Oath, to a good audience at the
Opera [Long Hall] house. The work of
the players showed good training and
the play was fairly good throughout.

E. A. Steckel of the Turkey Ridge farm
near Richland was here on business last
press day. He reports everything flour-
ishing in his community and that there
has been considerable improvements
made on the ridge this spring.

Ed Haney was awarded the contract
to carry the mail on the Star route be-
tween Waynesville and Crocker an-
other four years for which service he

will receive $665.00 a year. This route is
always taken entirely too low to justify
the contractor in giving first-class serv-
ice, yet no fault can be found with that
we are now receiving.

G. M. Reed has decided to give a
right away through his lots, thus mak-
ing it possible to open up the road back
of the stores along the business row
and the town board was grading, etc.
on same first of the week. This will en-
able folks along the business row to put
their wood, rubbish, etc. on the back in-
stead of the front of their lots. [The little
used alley is still there.]
BAILEY ITEMS—A. R. Bailey and S. M.
York are the newly elected members of
the School Board here.

April 21
AGreat Future for Crocker.

The senior pencil pusher spent a few
hours in the thriving little city of
Crocker Monday and could not help
noticing the improvements that had
been made since our last visit only a
few months ago. There has been a
number of business houses built, most
of them substantial bricks. Merchant
Ramsey has built a neat brick store
building and takes $2,000 stock with
the Farmers Union store and becomes
manager. The stock of goods will be
moved to his store building this week,
also the “News” is installed in a com-
modious new building as is also the
millinery store occupied by Mrs. Story.
Tom Peterson has his new quarters
about completed where he has in-
stalled a soda fountain and bottling
works, also a new business house has
been erected in which Tilden Lumpkin
has put in a music store. Dr. Rayl has
remodeled the old concrete on the cor-
ner and has one of the best equipped
and neatest drug stores in the country
including a nice soda fountain from
which to quench your thirst when in
Crocker. These and many more im-
provements to the business section
were very noticeable. There is at least a
half dozen new residences under
course of construction in that city at the
present time. We were informed that
202 cases of eggs were shipped from
that city one day last week, 6,060 eggs,
which brought $787.80 to the commu-
nity. This is only one of the many prod-
ucts shipped from that point every day
and yet they are not satisfied with the
volume of business they are doing and
rumor is afloat enough shares of stock
have already been subscribed to organ-
ize a third bank, also that they were to
have a new lumber yard and hardware
store in the very near future. Uncle
“Dad” Phillips return to Crocker has
perhaps in a measure caused some of
the commotion manifest by the citi-
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The Waynesville steel bridge over Roubidoux Creek was constructed in 1911, the sixth
bridge to be constructed in Pulaski County. Remnants of the pilings can be seen at the west
end of North Street and in the city’s RV park. It was replaced in 1923 by the Highway 14
concrete arch bridge, which three years later became Route 66, and is still being used. For
more infomation and pictures of bridges, see 2008 Old Settlers Gazette online. Courtesy of
John Bradbury.



zens. He and his good wife returned
from Lexington, Washington, last week
and Uncle “Dad” is treating his friends
to the little trout called “smeltz” which
he caught out from the flow of the
ocean and dried.

If Crocker had a good live correspon-
dent to the Democrat she would be fin-
ished — someone volunteer to send us
items from that thriving little city and
let us tell the people of their progress.
DIXON DOINGS—G. W. Beck and W. S.
Needles made a trip to Eldon last Sat-
urday to superintend the shipping of
the large power printing press just pur-
chased by the Progress. The new outfit
will be installed in the south room of
the old Dixon hardware building.

Chris Veasman commenced the work
on a new business building just north
of the Oddfellows hall.

Vasca Houk returned Sunday from
southeast Missouri, where he has been
inspecting ties for T. A. Murphy & Co.
He says the recent rains have flooded
the country so that he cannot work
there at present.
LOCAL ITEMS—In another column of this
issue of the Democrat will be found the
official notice of a special state election
to be held August 1st for the purpose
of ratifying an act of the General As-
sembly authorizing the issuance of
State bonds to the amount of

$3,500,000.00 for the erection of a new
State Capitol building in Jefferson City.
An annual State tax levy of two cents
on the $100 valuation is included in the
proposal and many other matters of
minor detail of interest to our readers.

You will notice in this issue of the De-
mocrat that the Waynesville Lumber
Co. has hung out their shingle for busi-
ness. They have purchased the old
yards here and propose to keep all
kinds of builders’ material which will
be a great convenience to those who
contemplate building in this vicinity

this spring.
Dr. C. A. Talbot packed up his house-

hold goods and departed for Joplin last
Friday where he has decided to locate
permanently. During the Doctor’s stay
of nearly two years among us he had
built up quite a good practice here and
it is the regret of many that he and fam-
ily go from among us.

Easter was duly observed at the
churches of this city Sunday morning
after which the young people grouped
off in bunches and hied to some se-
questered spot to enjoy an old fash-

ioned egg roast. The young men of the
town secured conveyances and took a
bunch of the fair sex out to Elm Springs
down on the Shockley farm, where
they enjoyed a repast prepared by the
young ladies. Chester Haney treated
his Sunday School class, a bunch of
twelve little girls, to an egg roast and
general good time out at the Johnson
cave, also the parents took the smalls
up to the big spring, where supper was
served by about a half dozen families
in the evening. Considering the “out-
of-towns” Waynesville was a very
quiet place Easter Sunday. [Roasting
eggs in a camp fire seems to be a forgotten
Easter treat practice.]
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—Mr. Horlan, a mil-
lionaire, has leased the Forest Lodge
for two months and is at present here
with his family using Magnesia water
for his health.

April 28
DIXON DOINGS—J. J. Grempczyncki has
placed one of his new sample street
lamps at corner of Elm and 2nd street
and its brilliancy lights up the streets
for two blocks. Our city should have a
few of these placed where they are so
badly needed.
HANCOCK ITEMS—Gardening is all the
go in this burg.
DUBLIN DOTS—J. M. Carpenter was
through this vicinity in the interest of a
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Gasconade Hills Dental Centers

Bird’s-eye view of Crocker, 1909. This view of the Crocker skyline shows a substantial
Ozark village in the first decade of the 20th century. As one of the railroad towns, Crocker
experienced steady growth since its founding in 1869 with a population of about 600 in
1910. Courtesy of John Bradbury.
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rural mail route. We hope he will suc-
ceed in getting it through.
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—A challenge is out
to any one by Lady Harlan, the cham-
pion rifle shooter at Forest Lodge.

A party of Indians, traveling over
land and inspecting the glorious Ozark
country with intentions of buying a
home, were camping here.
BROWNFIELD BRIEFS—The Brownfield
band practiced in the Odd Fellows
Hall Saturday evening.
LOCAL ITEMS—My prices on photos will
be higher after May 1st. Better get your
work done now—Arthur A. Burrow,
Waynesville, Mo.
GASCONADE—E. A. Steckel was taking
some scenery views of life in the
Ozarks the latter parts of the week.

The new saw mill has arrived at
Turkey Ridge and the building of the
town is continued.

Several automobiles and rigs full of
pleasure seekers were out from Rich-
land Sunday afternoon viewing the
natural scenery of the Ozarks and tak-
ing in the sights at the cave.

May 5
BLOODLAND—Bloodland has a school
enrollment of 58 students.
DIXON DOINGS—Some of the wild west
show patrons are wiser but poorer. The
safest rule is never bite at the other
man’s tricks.

The saddest feature in connection
with the show at Dixon was the killing
of the trainer by the baby elephant. The
three elephants had been led in the pa-
rade through our streets to the show
ground and then were being returned
to the cars. The trainer, Mr. Jas. Hilder-
brand, age 45 years of Lancaster, Mo.,
stepped between the two small animals
to loose a chain that fastened them to-
gether in the parade. As he did this
Monte, the least elephant, reached and
coiled her trunk around the man, lifted
him into the air and while the man was
thus suspended she crushed his bones
like they were straw and then threw
the lifeless body to the ground and
pierced it with her tusk. The remains
were shipped to Memphis for burial.
The owners of the elephant wired the
show manager to kill the vicious ani-
mal, but for lack of means to execute
such a monstrous beast this was de-
ferred till they reached Lebanon, where
they could electrocute her.
BELL CREEK CHIMES—Quite a number
gathered at the Antioch cemetery and
done good work in clearing it off Satur-
day. Now if others who have relatives
buried there will do as much the grave
yard would be in good shape.
GASCONADE GRABS—E. A. Steckel an-
nounces that there is soon to be a store
at Turkey Ridge.

MORE LOCAL—The “Doves” of this city
held a May party at the home of Miss
Addie Christeson Monday evening. We
promise to withhold the names of
members, but among some of the reso-
lutions made by the fair damsels were:
Resolved, that they would make
greater efforts to locate their future in-
tended the coming year than they had
in the past, also that next year being
“leap year” they would have a chance
to propose and that none of the num-
ber would be left to go-it-alone through
life, after which the meeting adjourned
“sine die.”

George L. Cole, editor of the Dixon
Progress, has purchased one of the best
equipped printing plants in the country
and the Progress will be published
from the old Veasman building here-
after. Let the Progress progress.

J. L. Foster of the Spring Creek neigh-
borhood was in town grading Satur-
day. He informed us that Miss Stella
Trower had been employed to teach the
Rolling Heath school the coming term.

Lee Baker, Sam Rollins and J. R. Bur-
chard have put up lights in front of
their property which light the streets
almost like day. If the town would take
up the proposition of lighting the entire
city it would be a great convenience,
not saying anything about the adver-
tisement.

During the recent high water J. J. York
and the Degraffenreids run a raft of 700
ties down to Arlington which they sold
to J. R. Pillman. The ties brought 39
cents each and not a single “cull” was
thrown out upon inspection. Consider-
ing the timber here that many ties in
one bunch without a second is some-
thing unusual, but it is not so remark-
able after all when you stop to think of
the experience these boys have had in
the business and their reputation for
doing things right.

Work of excavating for the founda-

tion for J. J. Clark’s new store building
began Tuesday and the building will be
rushed to completion. Carpenter Henry
Lolley has the work in charge, which
insures a good job. The building will
have a frontage of 44 feet by 70 feet
long and will be divided by a partition
and it is rumored that one room will be
occupied by James Baker for a restau-
rant and bakery and the other room
will be a desirable location for any kind
of business.

Ed and Richard Black came in Tues-
day and are visiting their mother and
other relatives at the Black Hotel.
GOSPEL RIDGE—We are informed that
the picture man of this place will locate
in Bloodland and other towns south
soon to do work. [Picture man is Arthur
A. Burrow.]

Baptising at the Maze ford near Fred
Gray’s Sunday, May 7th. Everybody
welcome.

May 12
DIXON DOINGS—An important business
transfer was pulled off here this week
that is important as to amount in-
volved. Mr. Chris Veasman, as manager
of the Dixon Hardware Co., sold his
entire hardware interest which will
probably invoice about $10,000 to Mr.
Geo. Widman and A. R. White of
Springfield. The invoice is now being
taken and when finished the new firm
will be Widman & White Hardware Co.
and will be conducted at the same old
stand of the Dixon Hardware Co. Mr.
Veasman will continue in business at
the “Hummer” with some changes in
stock and name probably. Success to all
parties in their new venture.

We happened to hear a casual remark
by an old time citizen of Waynesvillle
which ought to make the people who
have the building of the town at heart
feel good. He said: “At one time this
city was not a desirable place to live in,
but since so much improvements have

gone in and almost the entire town is
laid in side walks, he was desirous of
returning to this city.” This is the way
they all feel about it and truly Way-
nesville is the garden spot of earth.
MORE LOCALS—Mitchell & Christeson
have rented the main room of the new
Clark building and will move their
stock of general merchandise therein as
soon as the building is completed. This
is one of the very best business loca-
tions in the city.

While in session last week the county
court, among other things, ordered a
concrete walk six feet wide built from
the south front door of the court house
to the gate. The order was made with
the understanding that the Town Board
would connect up with the walk and
make a street crossing over to the busi-
ness row.

Mrs. E. M. Black made our sanctum a
pleasant visit Tuesday and squared ac-
count with the printer. She is making a
good deal of improvements on the
hotel this spring and will continue to
do so until the accommodations at this
hostelry are the best in the country.
[This was the Black Hotel, today known as
the Old Stagecoach Stop.]
Ties wanted—We will buy ties on the

river from the Cole eddy to mouth of
Colley Hollow. Specifications 6x6x8
inches and 8 feet long. Mitchell &
Christeson.

At last week’s session the county
court granted Crocker the privilege to
incorporate as a village and the work of
perfecting a town organization is al-
ready under way. This proposition has
met with considerable opposition in
the past from a few of the town’s citi-
zens, but had smooth sailing at this
term.

May 19
The foundation for J. J. Clark’s build-

ing was completed the first of the
week. It was made in a hurry. By the
use of the Wyrick mixer concrete work
is done easier and at much less cost.

The Richland Leader affirms that the
circus took away over $1,800 from that
town and vicinity last week. It stated
that what wasn’t taken in at the gates
was fleeced away from them inside. No
doubt some of those persons who got
soaked were buying goods from Rich-
land merchants on time. [Apparently,
the circus visited the big railroad towns
and skipped the small burg of Waynesville.]

An old fashioned quilting bee was in-
dulged in at the home of Mrs. Francis
Long by a goodly number of the ladies
of Waynesville and vicinity last Satur-
day. Mrs. Long treated them to a sump-
tuous repast and a royal good time was
reported by all who were there. [One
hundred years ago, a quilting bee was
called “old fashioned.”]
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Mitchell and Christeson’s new general merchandise store, located where J. J.
Clark had his store before the fire in 1910. The wooden crates hold shoes and are
lettered with the slogan “Star Brand Shoes Are Better.” The smaller left side of the
partitioned building was occupied by James D. Baker’s bakery. Courtesy of Bob
and Geneva Goodrich.



Since the ordinance went into effect
not allowing roller skates, play wagons
and bicycles on the sidewalks pedestri-
ans are safe and feel that they have the
right-of-way.

May 26
LOCAL ITEMS—George Stephenson and
brother, who have had charge of the
carpenter and concrete work on the
Rollins’ residence, completed the job
and are building a porch at the Black
hotel this week.

The business men have accepted a
proposition from Liveryman Ed Haney
to sprinkle the streets during the dry
weather this summer and Ed is having
a large tank made for that purpose.
This is a luxury that will appeal to
everybody alike and right now is the
best time on earth to begin, as the dust
is something fierce. Bring forth the
water wagon: we are all ready to climb
on. [There was much talk about the current
drought in the area.]
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—The Schlicht Mills
will shortly be reconstructed for the
headquarters of the Ozarks Women
Suffrage Club. Mrs. W. M. Harlen of St.
Louis will open the meeting June 16th
on Women rights. Col. Schlicht is a
staunch supporter of Women rights
and he says it will take the Women suf-
frage to make the Ozarks boom.

June 2
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—Mr. W. T. Hall, an
engineer and promoter building an
electric line from Bagnell to Way-
nesville and Houston, is here in the in-
terest of the road.
LOCAL ITEMS—A neat concrete walk has
been put in front of the Black hotel.

Stoutland was recently visited by a
very destructive fire in which most of
the business section of the city was de-
stroyed.

A bunch of gypsies visited Way-
nesville last week and told or rather
took away the fortunes of some of our
fair sex. While Judge Vaught was work-
ing at the forge in his shop one of the
women approached him and grabbed
his purse and had appropriated the roll
of bills when the Judge grabbed her
and made her “cough ‘em up.” The
Judge is too old to be fooled by such an
outfit.

Dr. J. S. Titterington and J. L. Johnson
each received a can of black bass on
Tuesday’s express from the Missouri
Fish Commission at St. Joseph. There
were about 2,000 of the finny tribe in
the cans and were put in the Gas-
conade river in order to stock up that
stream. We understand there are a half
dozen more cans to arrive in the near
future. Next year we can all go fishing
with some assurance that we’ll at least
get a bite.—Richland Leader.

June 9
H. H. Hohenschild Honored

The St. Louis dailies of Wednesday
May 24, state that the Board of Prison
Inspectors of Missouri consisting of At-
torney General Major, State Auditor
Gordon and Treasurer Cowgill selected
H. H. Hohenschild of Rolla and Harry
Clymer of St. Louis associate architects
for the new $350,000 cell building to be
erected at the state penitentiary at Jef-
ferson City.

The selection of Senator Hohenschild
at first for the largest building the state
has erected for years and in a competi-
tion in which the best architects of the
state participated is very gratifying to
his many friends and is a deserved
compliment to his ability and standing
as an architect.

Mr. Hohenschild was the architect of
the Pulaski County court house and
well known to most of our citizens.

The Democrat celebrated its 28th
birthday last week and although a little
aged its pace is not in the least slothful.
It has withstood fire, drouth and pesti-
lence and is in a prosperous healthy
condition.
DIXON DOINGS—The Dixon High School
graduating exercise was held Monday
evening at the Opera House. Cleo and
Grace Youngblood, Hazel Stevens,
Stella Franklin and Clifford Sease were
the graduates and they are to be com-
mended not alone for meriting the
diplomas, but for the excellent rendi-

tion of their parts on the program. The
class address given by Dr. James
Meeker of St. Louis was exceptionally
interesting and instructive.
LAQUEY LYRE—About twenty or more
of the young people of the Bellefonte
vicinity spent Sunday at the Maxey
cave.
HOOKER NEWS—The new telephone line
is not so hard to keep hot now as the
weather helps the talkers out. [Along
with a drought of six weeks, the tempera-
ture has been around 100 degrees for the
week.]

Preaching at Hooker school house the
4th Sunday in each month. A very en-
thusiastic Sunday school at Hooker, Su-
perintended by Mrs. Hooker.

William Shelden of this neighborhood
has begun to wear standing collars and
button shoes. Get your bells and tin
pans ready.

Mr. O. G. Thompson, who has been
employed to teach a second term at
Hooker, is now pursuing the state
course of study and making prepara-
tions for the general good of the school.
He believes a teacher should put in
more than six hours a day and more
than 160 days work for the term. He
thinks there should be as much work
done outside of school hours by the
teacher as is possible and keeps saying
to himself “a teacher that does not do
more than he is paid to do is paid for
more than he does.”

Will Receive Bids.
Township 35, Range 10, District 55

will receive bids for one school house
20x30x12 of concrete blocks until June
10th, 1911, at 1 o’clock at Flat Rock
Ford.

T. L. Foster, Director.
[District #55 was Rolling Heath School,
located on the western bank of the Big
Piney River, within the boundary of what
is now Fort Leonard Wood, and still stand-

ing. Its construction presents conflicting
information sometimes encountered when
researching local history. A call for bids ap-
peared in the paper during May and June.
The June 16 Democrat reported that John
and Warren Wyrick won the bid for the
concrete block school (see below.) The
newspaper reported that the Wyrick boys
moved their concrete equipment to Rolling
Heath on June 29 and made their bricks on
the school site. By July 14, the Wyrick
brothers were finished at Rolling Heath and
had moved their concrete outfit to Inde-
pendence School, west of Laquey, to make
blocks for their new building. Contradict-
ing this newspaper account of the building
of the Rolling Heath School is the entry in
the Pulaski County Rural Schools, pub-
lished by the Pulaski County Historical So-
ciety in 1990. It avers that the school was
built in 1912 and “was built of concrete
blocks which were made at Waynesville.
The blocks were hauled to the school site by
Skip Ousley, George Wayman and Marion
Wayman.” The discrepancies between the
two published years of construction and
differing locations of the block making may
be trivial but it serves to remind that local
“facts” are not always written in concrete.
Stories and their particulars handed down
sometimes change. In this case, the account
written closest to the event is most likely
correct.

June 16
Carriers Get Raise.

Beginning with July, rural mail carri-
ers will draw a salary of $100 over their
present pay, as provided in the post of-
fice department bill. The increase was
an amendment added to the appropria-
tion bill just before the final vote was
taken. The increase granted will be the
third to be received by the rural carri-
ers since the department was put in op-
eration in 1908. The original pay of
rural carriers was $600 per year. This
was increased to $750 two years later,
and in 1910 to $900.—Rolla New Era.
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Henry H. Hohenschild (1863-1928)
designed eleven Missouri court
houses, including Pulaski’s in 1903.
While living in Rolla, he designed the
School of Mines’ gynmasium. He also
served as State Senator for the 27th
District. For more about Hohen-
schild’s career, see “Ozark Court-
houses” in the 2007 Old Settlers
Gazette online.

Henry H. Hohenschild, along with Harry Clymer of St. Louis, designed and pro-
vided oversight for the construction of the new B and C halls or cell buildings in
1913. Although not as aesthetically pleasing as many of his courthouse designs,
his selection attested to Hohenschild’s reputation as an architect. Image courtesy
of the Missouri State Archives.



HOOKER NEWS—Mr. Robert Hooker is
very proud of his diploma of gradua-
tion which he recently received.

Mr. Harvey Shelden was the guide of
a fishing party from St. Louis last week.

Have You Got Yours?
If you cannot run your hand into

your pocket and pull forth a roll of
$34.55 you are not financially an aver-
age man. A statement just issued by the
United States treasury department
gives that amount as the per capita cir-

culation, basing the figures upon an es-
timated population on May 1st, 1911, of
93,705,000. The department showed
that on that date there was a general
stock of money amounting to
$309,237,638,117, which includes
$3,546,574,337 in circulation.

LOST, in or near Bloodland a $20 gold
piece tied up in a white rag. Will give
the finder $5 to return it. Mrs. J. W.
Breeden.
LOCAL ITEMS— “Your money’s worth,

or your money back” is the guarantee
the Alexander-Haas players give those
who attend the opening performance
Monday evening and the same policy
will be continued throughout the week.
The admission will be 15c for children
and 25c for adults. Watch for the tent.

There is a scheme on foot to put in an
automobile passenger and transfer line
between Waynesville and Crocker, but
we are not at liberty to give out the par-
ticipants at this writing. [In 1911, it was
still the case that if you wanted goods or
yourself transported between the railroad
depot at Crocker to Waynesville, it would
be by hack, a horse-drawn wagon. But it
looks like things are about to modernize.]

The Waynesville and Cookville mail
route will be discontinued July 1st and
patrons on this end of the line who
have been getting mail at their door
will be compelled to come to Way-
nesville for it. The change is pretty
tough on the patrons, but there is no
getting away from your Uncle Samuel
on a proposition of that sort.

The Wyrick boys have secured the
contract to furnish concrete blocks for a
new school house in the Rolling Heath
district and will move their outfit out
there and get busy on the job next
week.
CROCKER CHIPS—Work has begun on a
concrete crossing between the Crocker

State Bank and the Rayl building on
Commercial street. This is the first con-
crete crossing being built under the
new organization.

Burchard & Burchard installed a new
Hase Ratchet pump for the Odd Fel-
lows in front of the Crocker State Bank
which is greatly needed as our water
supply is getting low in most wells and
cisterns.

June 23
DIXON DOINGS—James McKinnon tells
the champion fish story of the season.
He claims that he caught a cat fish last
Saturday that weighed 55 pounds and
that may have violated the late game
and fish law to make this catch, that is
the law does not permit fishing in any
other way except with hook and line.
He caught this monarch of the Gas-
conade with his hands and claims he
has witnesses to prove it.

The Bank of Bloodland has most of
the material on the land for its new
brick bankhouse and we are informed
that the work of construction will be
rushed through until it is ready for oc-
cupancy.

The Stephenson boys have finished
up their job on the Black Hotel and
began the work of remodeling S. G.
Ballard’s residence Monday morning.

The lumber is being put on the
ground for the approaches to the new
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St. Robert Glass Freedom Ready Mix Barnettʼs Dogpatch

Kentucky HouseBench Motor Co.

Cabool mail hack driven by “H.C.” in 1909. Passengers are Jim and Lawrence
Marsee of Elk Creek, located between Cabool and Houston. Courtesy of John
Bradbury.

Neighborhood Beer Garden
Full Selection of Beer

Judy’s Place
21754 Teardrop Road

Devil’s Elbow
OnOriginal Route 66

Smokers Welcome                          Tourists, too



bridge on Roubidoux west of town.
Phillip Becker is out from St. Louis

this week and was circulating in the
county seat Monday. He informed us
that his family would close their St.
Louis home the first of July and spend
the balance of the summer season at
Meadowbrook Lodge, his resort on Big
Piney.

Under the present Game Law the
open seasons for seining is the months
of July, August and September. Seine to
be not over fifty feet in length and of a
2-inch mesh. No fish may be sold, and
the amount which may be caught in
this manner is limited to fifty pounds
per day. A heavy fine may be the
penalty for any violation of these pro-
visions. The gigging of fish is prohib-
ited at all times.

Wm. L. Bean of St. Louis has begun a
topographic survey of the Knight Tem-
plars’ encampment grounds on the
Gasconade river near Schlicht’s Mill in
Pulaski County. It is the intention to es-
tablish parade grounds, hotel, cottages
and tents so that the Grand Comman-
dery can hold its annual conclaves
there and so that knights can take their
families there for a summer outing.—
Rolla Herald.

The Alexander-Haas players showed
to fair-sized audiences Monday and
Tuesday evening, but Wednesday
evening the attendance was so poor
they refused to perform, refunded the
money taken in and pulled up stakes to
seek other fields. They done business
strictly on the square and their work
seemed to give satisfaction, but not
many of our people got sufficiently in-
terested to attend regularly.

Attention Farmers.
The highest market price in cash will

be paid on and after July 1st for all
kinds of vegetables, chickens and eggs,
corn and hay and hogs delivered at
Meadowbrook Lodge on Big Piney
River, opposite Dry Creek. Phil. Becker,
President.

Confederate Encampment.
At a meeting of the Executive Com-

mittee at the camp grounds on Satur-
day, June 3rd, 1911, it was ordered that
the 15th annual encampment of the
South Central Missouri Ex Confederate
association be held at Barnitz Lake on
the 30th and 31st of August and the 1st
and 2nd days of September, 1911.

Prices of concessions same as at for-
mer camps. Contract for Band music
will be let to lowest bidder at a com-
mittee meeting to be held July 29th,
1911. Exclusive right to run a steam
merry-go-round will be let to the high-
est bidder.

The usual entertainment, including
speaking, religious services, marching,
base ball, balloon ascensions, etc, will
be provided.

For further information write to J. E.
Organ, Sec’y., Salem, Mo.
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—Messrs. Hawkins
and Blies, civil engineers, are surveying
out the Knight Templar grounds near
here.

Commander W. Bean, Knight Tem-
plar of St. Louis, and lady are here at
the cottage. Mr. Bean will direct the
work on their grounds; here a great im-
provement will be made.

Colonel August Bensick give a party
to the elite of the valley. They all report
a good time. Refreshment with ice
cream, high balls and cake were served,
but I wasn’t in it.
LOCAL ITEMS—J. B. Christeson took a
vacation this week and accompanied
Sheriff Lee Baker to Portland, Oregon,
to visit his sister, Mrs. James Dixon,
and take a squint at the country of the
great Northwest.

Sheriff Lee Baker left Tuesday for
Portland, Oregon, to investigate an ar-
rest made by the Portland police
wherein he expects to bring back with
him Alf Killman, who formerly lived in
the south part of the county, and is
wanted here to answer for depreda-
tions committed some twelve or four-
teen years since. Mr. Baker has been
camping on his trail for some time and
has every reason to believe they have
got the right man.

June 30
HOOKER NEWS—Mr. Hawkins now has
the blacksmith shop at Hooker in good
running order. We all appreciate his
good work.
SWEDEBORG SHOTS—A two inch rain fell

at Swedeborg Monday night which
was of vast benefit to growing crops.
[Rain was reported in most areas of the
county. The drought was broken.]
LOCAL ITEMS—Another bunch of gyp-
sies hit town Monday, but did not tarry
long.

The foundation for the Reed building
has been completed.

The Wyrick boys left yesterday with
their concrete outfit to make the blocks
for the new school house in the Rolling
Heath district.

A. F. Mitchell, clerk of Waynesville
Camp No. 373, Woodmen of the World,
has received and yesterday turned over
to Mrs. Rube [Reuben] Traw a check for
$1,000 in payment of an insurance pol-
icy her late husband carried as a mem-
ber of the order. The head Camp also
authorized the erection of a monument
over his grave and an order for same
was placed yesterday with Wm. Cox,
the Stoutland tomb stone man.

July 7
Oregon Governor Refuses to Give

Alf Killman Up
Notwithstanding the fact that Sheriff

Lee Baker succeeded in finding out the
hiding place of Alf Killman and bring-
ing about a request by the Portland
sheriff to return without his man when
the Governor of Oregon refused to
honor Missouri’s demand for the fugi-
tive.

Sheriff Baker has not yet showed up
at home , but the following dispatch
from Portland appeared in the Sunday
St. Louis Post-Dispatch:

“Alf Killman, who was arrested a
few days ago on the charge that he had
been a cattle rustler and notorious ‘bad

man’ in Missouri 12 years ago, will not
have to fight for liberty in a Missouri
court.

Extradition has been denied by Gov-
ernor West because of Killman’s excel-
lent record as a citizen during the five
years he has been in Oregon.

Twelve years ago Killman was con-
victed at Waynesville, Mo., of stealing a
cow and was sentenced to five years in
the penitentiary. He jumped a bond
and after being pursued by posses,
with whom he battled, effected his es-
cape.

Seven years later he appeared in
Lents, Ore., bearing the name of “G. W.
Smith,’ obtained employment and was
devoted to his wife and two children.
Until the revelation of his record in
Missouri he was regarded as an honest,
sober and industrious man and was re-
spected by the entire community.

Lents was shocked a few days ago
when Sheriff Lee Baker of Waynesville
arrived and denounced its model citi-
zen as a former cattle rustler and a ‘bad
man.’ He was placed in jail pending the
arrival of extradition papers from Mis-
souri, but obtained his freedom on his
own recognizance.”
HANCOCK ITEMS—The ball game pulled
off here between Hancock and Happy
Hollow was 28 to 12 in favor of Han-
cock.
LOCAL ITEMS—Hereafter it will cost Pu-
laski county considerable more per
head to keep its patients in the insane
asylum, as the charges for board has
been raised from $130 to $156 per year.
The high cost of living is given as the
excuse for the raise.

E. A. Steckel and family were here a
few days this week on a combined
business and pleasure trip and re-
mained over to celebrate the glorious
Fourth with the church folks. The De-
mocrat acknowledges a brief call and
nice order for job work.
George Reed, Jr., made the eagle

scream once too often the Fourth and
as a result is patched up something like
a crazy quilt. A tin can loaded with
powder, a premature explosion and Dr.
Sell done the rest. He sustained no seri-
ous burns, however, and has no doubt
profited by his experience.

Sheriff Lee Baker and J. B. Christeson
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Meadowbrook Lodge was located on
the lower Big Piney River, upstream
from Shanghai (Blue) Spring. Merrell
Cave was on the grounds. This may
have been the first year for the resort,
as it was not mentioned in previous
years in the Democrat. The lodge was
subsequently owned by the Bussman
family of St. Louis, owners of the
Buss Fuse Company, and now part of
the Mark Twain National Forest. Map
section from the “Tourist Map of Pu-
laski County,” F.E.R.A. Project, 1937.

The refurbished and newly named Gas-
conade Hotel, across from the Crocker
Depot. From 1913 Frisco “Vacation in the
Ozarks” pamphlet, courtesy John Bradbury.

Reuben Traw’s grave marker was provided
by his Woodmen of the World membership,
along with an insurance check as reported
above. The Woodmen were a fraternal
order with the above benefits. Most of the
local communities had a “Camp” or chap-
ter. The motif for the grave stones was a
tree stump, signifying a life cut short. Styles
varied according to the local stone cutter.
Born in 1882, Reuben was only 29 years old.



came in from Portland this morning
just before the Democrat went to press
carefully guarding a cheerful smile
only and looking not much the worse
for wear after their long journey across
the continent. Mr. Baker reports having
gone up against the real thing when he
attempted to jar Killman loose from the
Oregon authorities and retired from the
scene of action more firmly convinced
than ever that at least one variety of
“lemon” comes from other than tropi-
cal territory.
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—Leander Williams
and a string of teams from Crocker are
hauling lumber to the Knight Templars
park. The Crocker Lumber Company is
furnishing the goods.

Frisco Railroad engineers are here
laying out side-track and depot for the
Knight Templars.

July 14
CROCKER CHIPS—Mrs. Sarah Burchard
is furnishing the hotel just fitted up by
Mr. Hoops, recently the Wendt Hotel. It
is being furnished now throughout.
They have decided to call the new
hostelry Gasconade Hotel.
SWEDEBORG SHOTS—J. B. Strain received
his automobile from St. Louis Saturday.
J. B. says horses are too slow.
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—Commander
Beans has moved into his lately built
cottage in Knight Templars park.

LOCAL ITEMS—The “gun toting” law
and the law prohibiting the carrying of
liquor in public places which recently
become effective now makes it incon-
venient for some of the young bloods
who are used to going to picnics with a
revolver in one pocket and a pint of
booze in the other.

The Wyrick boys finished up their job
on Spring Creek [meaning blocks for the
Rolling Heath School near but not on
Spring Creek] the last of the week and
returned home. Next week they go to
the Independence district in the Francis
neighborhood [west of Laquey] where
they have a contract to furnish the

blocks for a new concrete school build-
ing.

During the electrical storm Tuesday
night lightning struck Colonel E. P.
Creecy’s barn on his Gasconade river
farm, setting it on fire and the same
was burned down. No stock perished ,
but several hundred dollars worth of
corn, hay, etc., went up in smoke. His
loss is estimated at from $1,000 to
$1,500 and was not covered by insur-
ance.

July 21
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—We had the pleas-
ure of an automobile ride. Colonel C. B.
Strain came down from Swedeborg

with his twenty horse power machine.
Our young friend, Arthur Seaton,

went to St. Louis to school. He gradu-
ated a full-fledged chauffeur and can
handle an automobile car to perfection.

The party at Eagles Nest turned out a
success. Heberer’s string band fur-
nished the music and champagne wine
was flowing freely, but such a
headache Sunday morning. Serves ‘em
right. I was not in it.
HOOKER NEWS—Fishing parties are
plentiful on Piney now. Mr. Becker of
Meadowbrook Lodge makes a trip to
Arlington after parties quite often.
LOCAL ITEMS—L. N. Hufft has sold his
Bloodland store to Frank B. Brown,
who will continue the business. Mr.
Brown has had charge of the same for
several years and is a good business
man who will give you a square deal
six days in the week.

The Farmers Union Mercantile &
Supply Co. of Crocker have increased
their capital stock for $10,000 to $15,000
which will enable them to carry a much
larger and more complete line of mer-
chandise.

The Pulaski County Farmers Union
held an interesting two-day session in
the court house Friday and Saturday of
last week. The attendance was fairly
good both days and E. W. Soloman,
president of the State organization, was
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1908 Wizard brick
making machine
available from Sears,
Roebuck & Co. for

$42.50.

The Rolling Heath School is one of only two buildings that sur-
vived the construction of Fort Leonard Wood. The Wyrick brothers
formed at least 1400 rock face style concrete blocks between June
23 and July 14 for the school building. The restored school is near
the golf course. Photograph by Terry Primas.
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present and addressed the assembly.
The following officers were elected for
the ensuing year: L. F. Walter, presi-
dent; Wm. Robinson, Vice president
and R. L. Christeson, Secy-Treasurer. L.
F. Walters and R. L. Christeson were
elected as delegates to the annual State
Convention to be held at Mountain
Grove August 8th to 10th inclusive.
[The Farmers Union was an agricultural
cooperative with 125 creameries and stores
in Missouri in 1911. There were coopera-
tive stores at Bloodland and Crocker. Other
earlier agricultural cooperatives in Pulaski
County included the Grange and the Agri-
cultural Wheel.]

Fred L. Scott [new county prosecutor]
went over to Crocker Monday to repre-
sent the State in a case in Squire Head’s
court in which Ray Hill of the Hawk-
eye community was arraigned for
shooting George McDowell, one of his
neighbors. Hill was permitted to enter
a plea of guilty to common assault and
a fine of $1.00 and cost was assessed
against him.

Wm. Bird and son are putting the fin-
ishing touches on the Black hotel this
week. William is quite an artist and is
no slouch with the brush.

The old settlers reunion will be held
at Houston, Missouri, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, August 24th, 25th and
26th. This promises to be a gala time
for the “old settlers” and all who will
partake in the festivities. [Houston still
holds the festivities.]

Now would be an opportune time for
those who promised us wood on sub-
scription to bring it in while the roads
are good and it is an idle season of the
year. [The yearly subscription rate to the
Democrat is $1.00 or a cord of firewood.]

July 28
SWEDEBORG SHOTS—The Clifton Rem-
edy Co. is billed for one week in our lit-
tle town. This makes their third visit to
Swedeborg and we know them to be
first class people. [Must be a reason they
returned often. For an interesting account
of a medicine show in Waynesville at the
Black Hotel, see Dru Pippin’s “Dr. Buck’s
Famous Elixir” in the 2005 Old Settlers
Gazette, available online at www.oldstage-
coachstop.org.]
ROUBIDOUX RAPS—One of J. E. Christe-
son’s mares was badly bitten by a
snake Saturday, but an application of
gunpowder and turpentine speedily re-
lieved her. [We include this remedy in
case you get snakebit. Also, this was a new
correspondent, apparently located near
Cedar Hill, along Roubidoux Creek in what
is now the northern portion of Fort
Leonard Wood.]

Ye scribe made a trip to Bloodland a
few days ago and noticed some
changes, the bank building being in
course of erection, Frank Brown’s new

dwelling house near completion and
Frank has bought the L. N. Hufft stock
of goods and is now the real proprietor
of the Brown store of Bloodland, also
saw Tracy Dodd of Oklahoma. He was
trying to find a location so he could be
near his daughter, Mrs. Wingo. [Mr.
Wingo was the bank cashier.] Bloodland
in the near future will be one of the
leading points of old Pulaski.
[We thought we would include a complete
typical correspondent’s column, rather
than an edited one as we usually do, to give
you the flavor of a typical neighborhood
news report. Here is one from Dublin, a
small community northeast of Richland.]
DUBLIN DOTS—Rain is plentiful and late
crops are looking fine.

Miss Mamie Salsman of Joplin is vis-
iting friends and relatives in this neigh-
borhood for a few weeks.

At an ice cream supper given by the
Dublin baseball boys, Miss Sadie Carr
was voted the prettiest girl and
Bob Ledbetter the ugliest boy.
They each received a nice cake.

Miss Ruth Noe visited over
Sunday with Misses Gusta and
Kitty York.

Wes York and family, Jesse
Manes and family, Jess Clark
and family and Miss Mamie
Salsman spend an evening this
week at the Dublin cemetery.

Mr. and Mrs. Wess York of
near Decker visited friends here
this week.

S. J. Manes and family of Rich-
land attended Sunday school
and preaching at Dublin last
week.

Rev. Jess Brown preached a
very interesting sermon at
Dublin the third Sunday in this month.

Mrs. Bert Manes left for Oklahoma
where she will meet her husband and
where they will make their home.

Mrs. Ella Carr moved to one of her fa-
ther’s houses at Dublin last week.

Jesse Manes sold his farm to some
Kansas land buyers. Consideration
$2,500.
GASCONADE GRABS—The Robinson club
house is full to overflowing with sum-
mer boarders at present. Some of them
having tents stretched outside in order
to accommodate the vast crowds that
come here from the city and elsewhere
for rest and recreation. [There were some
resorts that have not left a trace.]
LOCAL ITEMS—Alf Killman of Lents,
Oregon, writes us this week to have the
Democrat sent to his address one year.

W. E. Owens informs us that he has
leased the plant, good will etc. of the
Pulaski County News and will assume
control about September 1st. Will has
had quite a bit of experience in the
newspaper business and we feel sure

he will hold the News up to the high
standard maintained by Brother Smith.
[Reverend Smith had the Crocker News
for about six months at this point.]

Carpenters “Bob” Murphy and Will
Liesman came over from Dixon Sunday
and are engaged in building some
boats for Fred Scott and Sam Ballard.

The old soldiers—both blue and
gray—will hold a reunion at Bloodland
on Saturday, August 26, 1911. This re-
union of the old war veterans should
be encouraged and everybody should
turn out and spend a pleasant day at
Bloodland August 26th. [We printed the
program of the reunion of the Civil War
veterans in 1909 in the “News” section of
the 2009 Old Settlers Gazette, page 16. The
program contained most, if not all, of the
names of the veterans at that time. It is
available online.]

Near Springfield, in the highest part
of the Ozarks, a resort is planned of 720

acres with some fine scenery and
springs, and a wonderful cave—known
as the Marble Cave: to exploit and de-
velop the latter.
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—A heavy freight
set the Schlicht station on fire but lady
Cramer and Chas. Schlicht put it out or
it would have went up in smoke.

Two Frisco photographers were tak-
ing views around here for advertising
purposed for the Frisco.

August 4
LOCAL ITEMS—By a miscalculation on
the number of concrete corner blocks,
work on the Reed building has been
greatly delayed. Nothing preventing,
the building will be rushed to comple-
tion.

Thanks to J. E. White for a good load
of cook stove wood on subscription.
Let others follow his example.

Hugh Rigsby of Decker was in
Wednesday on business and gladdened
the heart of the editor with a $2
William on subscription.

Wyrick Bros., who have been making
concrete blocks for a new school build-
ing in the Independence district, com-
pleted the job and returned home
Sunday evening. The boys have been
doing quite a wholesale business mak-
ing blocks since they rigged up ma-
chinery to do the work.

The Clifton Remedy Co. came to
Waynesville Sunday from Swedeborg
where they had held forth the past
week. They remained over night and
found health good in this vicinity and
that their remedies were not needed so
they pulled on to Bloodland where
their medicines may be more appreci-
ated.

Phil. Becker and family, who are
spending the hot summer months at
their club house near Hooker, were at
the county seat Monday.

The Democrat stated last week that
Wm. Owens had leased the Crocker

News, but Editor Smith informs
us that the deal fell through and
that he is still editor of the great
moral weekly.

Dr. Shomber and wife accom-
panied by his sister and another
lady from Kansas, spent last
Thursday viewing the big
spring and the scenery around
town. The Ozarks are a wonder
to the people who have always
lived on prairie country.

Crocker’s New Bank.
The Bank of Crocker, which

opened the 17th inst., has been
doing a rushing business since
opening. About $12,000 in de-
posits was received the first
week and that amount has

steadily increased since. There is a fund
for loans.

Under the able management of
cashier, L. S. Nelson, who has already
proved himself an able and successful
banker, and the other officers who have
proved themselves competent business
men, and the numerous shareholders
and depositors, prospects for success
seems to be guaranteed.

They have installed a new Japanese
steel safe of the style with a base for
books, and the money vault being im-
pervious to nitroglycerine and fire
proof.

The officers are D. A. Claiborn , Pres.,
Martin Nelson, Vice Pres. and L. S. Nel-
son, Cashier. The bank has temporary
quarters in the front of Stanley Gleave’s
Furniture store in the Hoops brick
building. The bank proposes to build a
suitable building on a lot recently pur-
chased of W. H. Fike where the City
Drug Store was previously located.—
Pulaski Co. News.
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The Frisco photographers images were for the “Vacations in
the Ozarks” booklet series. The scene above is titled “The
Mill Pond at Schlicht’s” in the 1913 edition. The resort has
two cottages that accomodate 15 people which “rent by the
week with all the furnishings at the rate of $10.00 for ten
persons, and $1.00 for each additional person, and the serv-
ices of a good cook can be secured at from 75 cents to $1.80
per day.” Frisco booklet courtesy of John Bradbury.



August 11
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—B. H. Rucker and
Dr. A. L. McRae of Rolla, a committee
of the Knight Templar’s, were over in-
specting the works which is superin-
tended by Col. Bean.

Bob Black of Moccasin Bend was a
caller here. Bob is still inclined to take
unto himself a helpmate and while we
have fourteen refined ladies at Forest
Lodge we think Bob could make a se-
lection. [The early twentieth century saw
the entry of women into the heretofore male
pastime of fishing, hunting, and floating.
Schlicht’s mill pond was useful for the
ladies to learn to use a fly rod and basic
boating skills before venturing onto the
moving waters of the Gasconade River.]
HANCOCK ITEMS—Fred Sloan has put in
an exchange mill at this place.
LOCAL ITEMS—The colored folks of this
community celebrated their holiday—
Emancipation Day—Saturday night by
an old fashioned “hoe-down” at Henry
Chambers in the hollow and they make
the welkin ring with their merriment.
[The phrase “welkin ring” refers to a very
loud sound.]

Stevenson brothers began work on an
addition to the Baker Hotel yesterday.
They are competent carpenters and
have been busy in Waynesville all sum-
mer.

Large posters were issued from this

office the first of the week announcing
that the fifth annual reunion of all sol-
diers from all wars and pioneer settlers
of Pulaski, Camden and Laclede coun-
ties will be held in the grove west of
Richland on August 31st, September
1st and 2nd. All kinds of amusements
to entertain the visitors are on the pro-
gram. Soldiers hash consisting of
beans, hard tack and black coffee will
be served at mess call.

Attention Farmers.
The highest price in cash will be paid

on and after July 1st for all kinds of
fruits, chickens and eggs, corn and hay
delivered at Meadowbrook Lodge on
the Big Piney river, opposite Dry Creek.

Phil. Becker, President.

August 18
Construction Has Begun.

The grading outfit has arrived and

grading has actually begun on the pro-
posed route of the new Missouri,
Arkansas & Gulf railroad through
Phelps and Texas counties to Houston,
the capital of the latter county, means
that the operations of its promoters
have been in earnest and that ere long
the rich territory covered by the road
route will be opened to the market.

The route of the proposed railroad ex-
tends from this place to Houston, an
actual distance of a little more than
sixty miles, and passes through a terri-
tory rich in mineral and agricultural
products. The construction of the new
line means an outlet for the products of
that section. The outfit is composed of
a gang of laborers, foremen and all
teams and wagons needed.—Rolla
Times. [This railroad, like the aborted Pu-
laski electric line, was never finished. See
2007 Gazette “News” section for account
of Ozark Transit Co. in Pulaski County.]

Bar Association Organized.
The attorneys of Pulaski county met

at the court house Tuesday, August
10th, for the purpose of organizing a
bar association. Those present were: W.
D. Johnson, S. J. Manes, G. M. Reed, J.
L. McCormick, H. O. Eldredge and
Fred L. Scott.

The organization was perfected by
electing W. D. Johnson chairman and
Fred L. Scott secretary and H. O. El-
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Rachelle Beasley

Skyline CyclesGoodrich Gas

The Bank of Crocker celebrates its centennial birthday this summer. It was estab-
lished in 1911 in the front of Stanley Gleaves furniture store in a building owned
by businessman J. L. Hoops and opened August 17. An article about the bank is
on the previous page in column four. Courtesy of Jan and Terry Primas.

Schwandt Construction Company
O ce: 573-736-2202 • Cell: 573-433-5055

100 Mitchell Heights
Waynesville,MO 65583

John Schwandt
Owner

• Home Building
• Excavations
•Metal Buildings
• Concrete Construction

Randy Howser
209 Historic 66 W
Waynesville, MO

573 774-2531
Auto • Home • Life

RHowser@ShelterInsurance.com



dredge, G. M. Reed and J. L Mc-
Cormick were appointed as a commit-
tee to draft by-laws and report at the
next meeting.

After considerable discussion cover-
ing the object and general purposes of
the organization the Association ad-
journed to meet at the court house
again on the first day of the September
term of the Circuit Court-Monday, the
18th.
HANCOCK ITEMS—The ice cream social
held at the Woodman Hall Saturday
night was well attended.
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—Will Vanloon suc-
ceeded in killing a rattle snake 4 1-2
feet long.

There will be a grave yard working at
the Colley grave yard on Saturday, Au-
gust 26th, 1911. Everybody is earnestly
requested to turn out and assist in
cleaning up the city of their dead loved
ones and thus show them the proper
respect. [Colley graveyard in Colley Holler
has about 150 engraved markers on the
high ground. The low ground contains un-
marked stones reportedly of slaves. It is still
well maintained and provides the final rest-
ing place for some of Pulaski’s earliest set-
tlers.]

The making of a county newspaper is
the easiest proposition in the world. All
that is necessary is to get every item of
news that happens; keep the good will
of all who buy, beg, borrow, or steal
your paper; publish nothing that any-
body is opposed to seeing in print;
leave out nothing that anybody would
like to see in print; serve as a grind-
stone for any who may have an ax to
grind; boost every sort of public enter-
prise; serve as a mouth piece for all po-
litical, religious, and commercial
organizations; laugh when others
laugh, cry when others cry, sigh when
others sigh and lie when bad men die;
be a public regulator without giving
private offense; have opinions that all
endorse; accomplish reforms without
getting any body riled; make enough
money to pay off the hands, save
enough for a rainy day, and then retire
to a life of leisure and affluence, as
publisher of county newspaper are
wont to do. Any man who has never
tried the job will tell you that he could
do it with one hand tied behind his
back.

August 24
DIXON DOINGS—Workmen began oper-
ation on the building to be erected just
north of the Oddfellows building. This
is to be a one story brick 35x94 feet.

The Yeomen are planning for a two
days picnic here on the 21st and 22nd
of September. They have contracted for
a balloonist to make an ascension and
parachute leap and have many other

interesting attractions that no one who
can attend should miss.
HANCOCK ITEM—The picnic pulled off
at Decker spring proved to be a failure.
[This type of news item is rarely seen...]
News reached here Monday that a cou-
ple of alligators had escaped from a
train between Rolla and Lebanon.
[...and this is a first.]

A Big Day for Crocker.
Saturday, August 19th, was advertis-

ing day for the new firm styled as the
Crocker Hardware Company, owned
and operated by W. T. Haines and W. J.
Anderson. They cheerfully and heartily
introduced themselves to a multitude
of between twelve and fifteen hundred
people by giving away absolutely free
a $35.00 Charter Oak cooking stove.
This is the first thing of this nature ever
indulged in by any business man of
Crocker.

The way they determined to whom
the stove should be given met with the
approval of the entire crowd. Melvin
Jones, single, but a very good looking
young man, held the ticket, No. 454,
which drew the stove.

It is easy to see that advertising pays
and the business of the man who does
it will grow. The new firm has no doubt
made an agreeable acquaintance and
may expect their business to far exceed
what it has been the past three months.
They began business about the first of
May and, needless to say, from the
crowd that gathered around the band
stand, have been making rapid strides.

The firm has been complimented by
many of the business men of the town
for getting up a thing of this kind and
also congratulated by many farmers for
giving away an article so useful to the
household.

Believing the new firm to be worthy
of patronage the writer extends hearty
congratulations and wishes them the
greatest success in their business ven-
ture.

LOCAL ITEMS—U. S. Lumpkin finished
the plastering on the J. J. Clark building
this week and it is now in the hands of
the carpenters, who will rush the build-
ing to completion.

Drs. B. N. Pippin and White came out
from St. Louis Sunday afternoon and
are having the time of their lives camp-
ing, hunting, fishing, etc. at the club
house down on the Gasconade [Bartlett

Spring Club House, soon to be Pippin
Place.]

Rev. Blalock brought us four
bushels of his best peaches on subscrip-
tion this week. We accept most any old
thing that would appease the appetite
of the hungry man on subscription.

Work began on the concrete walk to
be built from J. B. Christeson’s store to
the court yard. When this is completed
the County Court will have the walk
extended from the gate to the south
front door of the court house. Verily,
our city jogs slowly along in the way of
improvements.

Have city pride enough to cut the
weeds and clean up the pig pens and
filth about your premises before a city
officer will have to call on you to do so,
thus avoiding the risk of typhoid fever.
On account of the splendid drainage of
our little “burg” we are almost im-
mune from the disease, but we cannot
be too careful about the cleanliness of
our little city. Clean up.

August 31
BAILEY ITEMS—The meeting of the Blue
and the Gray last Saturday was as
usual a successful one though the
clouds kept many at home yet a good
crowd was on hand and the program
carried out and it was agreed by the
veterans to meet at Bloodland on the
last Saturday of August, 1912. The fol-
lowing is a list of the ones who an-
swered at roll call. W. J. Cook, A 31 Mo.
Cavalry; W. I. Cumrine, C. 10 W. V.
Inft.; J. Hensley F 48 Mo Inft.; T. M.
Laughlin, H 25 Mo. Inft.; R. F. Brown A
143 Ill. Inf.;, I. L. Monroe C 30 Tenn.
Cav.; J. J. Watts, Capt B 24 Me. Inft.;
Silas Morehead H 68 Ohio Inft.; D. D.
Boyt, Capt. 3 C. S. A. Heavy Art.; J. W.
Breeden, Mo. Cav., W. S. McCulley, A
19 Ia. Inft.; A. R. Bailey, D 57 Penn. Inft.;
R. H. Woody, G 10 Mo. C. S. A. Inft.; J.
K. Wood, C 48 Mo. Mil.; I. Helton, K 2
Mo. Cav.; W. W. Duncan, M 5 Ia. Cav.;
S. K. Summers H 84 Ind. Inf.; A. Stock-
dale F 8 Ind. Cav. There were others
present whose names we failed to get.
The occasion was a very happy one
and all look forward anxiously to the
meeting in 1912.

SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—Col. J. A. Schlicht
is on the road to recovery under the
able care of S. T. Stebbins and will soon
be at this post of duty.

Schlicht & Son were offered 1000
acres of Texas irrigated land for their
property here, but old Pulaski looks
good enough for us.

Col. W. L. Bean and a force of men are
cleaning, surveying and getting eleva-
tions of the Knight Templar’s park.
LOCAL ITEMS—There will be a grave
yard working at the Dry Creek Ceme-

tery Thursday, September 21st, and I
will be at Hooker church on fourth
Sunday in September and Saturday
night before.

J. J. Watts.
Prof. Wilbur Johnson, who has been

down with typhoid fever the past
month, has so far recovered as to be
able to come to town Friday. He ex-
pects to begin teaching in the Shockley
district Monday, September 4th. [Ap-
parently didn’t live in the well drained
burg of Waynesville.]

The material is being placed on the
ground to build the approaches to the
Roubidoux bridge. The delay was
caused by the contractor being slow to
get out the timbers, but now the work
will be rushed along and the bridge
will probably be ready for use before
the fall rises come. [Seems we have read
this news item before. It was also reported
this week that the Roubidoux and Gas-
conade were on a rampage.]

Drs. B. N. Pippin, White, and Bartlett,
who spent the past week enjoying an
outing at their “happy hunting
grounds” down on the Gasconade, re-
turned to their home in St. Louis Satur-
day night. Dr. Bland left a V [five dollar
bill] with the printer before leaving for
home which insures the regular visits
of the Democrat to his home until 1915.

A monstrous big snake was killed
Sunday evening on the island above
the big spring. It was pronounced a
specimen of the whip coach [coachwhip]
and was supposed to be the mate to the
one J. B. Christeson captured a week or
so ago near the swimming hole. Those
who viewed the reptile were of the
opinion that it was near three yards
long [108 inches], but that is most too
large a snake, and we wondered if they
didn’t have snakes in their boots. [The
Missouri record length for a coachwhip is
69 inches and the national record is 102
inches.]

G. O. Crismon purchased of Albert
Christeson a new piece of machinery
this week—a corn cutter and binder. A
machinist from Springfield was here
the first of the week putting it up. This
seems to be a new invention that comes
to the farmer of these parts at the right
time. If they save all the fodder there
needs to be no cry about shortage of
roughness and the corn crop is better
than it has been for many years.

Waynesville merchants have done a
rushing business on the sale of fruit jars
the past two weeks. There has been
over 75 gross of jars, which is 900
dozen, or 10,800 cans, sold by them this
season. What town can beat it?

Giles Cole has been awarded the con-
tract for getting out the timbers for the
steel bridge to be built down on the
Gasconade [at Riddle ford] and was in
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Sears, Roebuck
& Co.’s most
popular wood
cook stove of
the period, the
Acme Charm,
sold for $20.95.



town Wednesday to complete the
arrangements.

September 7
Compulsory Attendance Law:

1. Every child between 8 and 14 years
old and between 14 and 16, when not
regularly employed, must attend some
day school at least three-fourths of the
term each year.
2. No child can be excused on promise
to attend; he must attend first three-
fourths of the term before being ex-
cused on that account.
3. Courts having jurisdiction (justice of
the peace in rural districts and in cities
having less than 50,000 population)
may excuse children from attending
school for following reasons: (1) par-
ents cannot supply proper clothing; (2)
child is mentally or physically unable
to attend; (3) no public school in two
and half miles of home; (4) labor of
child is necessary to support family; (5)
child has completed the common
school course.
4. No child between 8 and 14 can be
employed in mine, factory, workshop
or store unless excused for one of the
five reasons or has statement from
teacher that he has already attended
three-fourths of the term for that school
year.
5. It is the duty of attendance officers
and district clerks to notify parents and
guardians when children fail to comply
with the provisions of the law.
6. The penalty for non-attendance falls
on parent or guardian, and it is a maxi-
mum fine of $25 or imprisonment for
ten days, one or both.
7. For illegal employment of a child,
the employer is subject to a fine of fifty
dollars and costs.
8. Every school board shall publish this
synopsis in a newspaper of the district
or post in five public places ten days
before school opens each year.
SCHOOL NOTES—Enrollment for the first
day of the Waynesville School was 86.
A siege of the mumps in the district is
responsible in part for the absence of a
great many.
DIXON DOINGS—THE Yeoman picnic
was a grand success and the balloon as-
cension was fine. Over $600 was taken
in on the grounds. [This sum equals
$14,000 of purchasing power in 2009 dol-
lars.]
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—It’s reported a free
for all fight took place at Richland last
Saturday evening about five o’clock.
Presume the boys were thinking of war
time, hence the skirmish and squirrel
whiskey.
CROCKER—W. S. Needles and Tony
Schneider have leased the Dixon
Progress from Prof. George L. Cole and
are already in control. Mr. Needles is a
splendid newspaper man, who has had

years of experience, and Tony is one of
Pulaski’s coming young business men.
We feel sure the boys will maintain the
high standard the Professor has
brought the Progress up to and give the
people their money’s worth all the
time. Let her progress.

Dr. J. E. Rayl performed a successful
operation on the hand of W. J. Scales
Tuesday by amputating the middle fin-
ger of his right hand. Mr. Scales got the
finger bitten by a hog several weeks
ago and it would not heal up. Ulcera-
tion set in at the bone and it became
necessary to amputate the finger. He is
doing very well. Dr. L. Tice of Way-
nesville assisted in the operation. [We
have been on the lookout for Mr. Scales
since he sold out all of his interests in Big
Piney, including the sixteen room hotel.
We covered his development of Big Piney
in the 2010 Gazette. Seems he is living
near Crocker, raising a hog or two.]
LOCAL ITEMS—I am doing photo work
at Big Piney for a short time only. Call
early for your work also bring in your
photographs for enlarged work. See
my samples.

Yours for business,
Arthur A. Burrow,
Photographer.

Mesdames S. O. Rayl and Nathan
Wheeler were guests at the homes of
Sol Page and Daniel Miller on Big
Piney the forepart of the week. They
brought home some choice fruit from
off Mr. Page’s farm. Mr. Miller owns
one of those beautiful picturesque river
farms where flows from a bluff a big
spring that for beauty and size is in a
class by itself. This is only one of the
many “beauty spots” nestled in the
heart of the Ozarks. [The reference here is
to Miller Spring at the mouth of McCourt-
ney Hollow on the Big Piney River. The
spring is one of the larger ebb-and-flow
springs in Missouri. The Indians called it
“Breathing Spring.”]

September 14
Town Cow and Hog Must Go.

The residents of Waynesville who
own stock might as well sell or arrange
to put up their cattle and hogs at an
early date for it is practically settled
that they must go. A petition to the
Town Board was drawn up and circu-
lated by “Uncle Bill” Bates this week
praying an ordinance restraining them
from running at large within the corpo-
rate limits and the same now contains
the signature of sixty taxpayers—about
four-fifths of the taxpayers of the
town—and will be presented to the
board for consideration at the next reg-
ular meeting. With such an overwhelm-
ing majority in favor of the measure
there is little or no question as to the

outcome—the town cow and hog will
go.

The Democrat has neither the space
nor inclination to go into the merits or
demerits of the proposition—a big ma-
jority of our people want a stock law
and they should have it, regardless of
its advantages or disadvantages. One
thing sure a strict enforcement of such
a measure will make Waynesville a
more attractive and desirable town to
live in and that is something worth a
sacrifice and considerable effort.

Let the good work go on.
[This calls for the printing of one of our fa-
vorite images below.]
For Sale. My entire photograph outfit,

almost new. Tent 12x21 feet. Write or
call soon. Arthur A. Burrow, Photogra-
pher, Big Piney Mo.

New Restaurant.
James D. Baker has opened up a

restaurant, bakery and grocery store in
the new Clark building where he hangs
out his shingle for your business. He is
now prepared to feed the hungry ones
who come to court next week. Mr.
Baker is an old hand at the business
and will give you a square meal.

NOTICE.
As we have decided to dissolve part-

nership we request one and all who are
indebted to us AT ANY OF OUR
STORES or the MILL to come in and
settle their accounts—either Cash or a
Note the bank will take—or will take
produce on same. Also, after the 20th of
September we will only sell for cash or
produce until we get all of our ac-
counts collected.

Jaspar Bros.,
Bloodland, MO.

Stephenson Bros. have just completed
an addition to the Baker hotel, treated
it to a coat of paint, etc. and are now
making the concrete floor in the Reed
building.
DIXON DOINGS—The City Council at

their last regular meeting ordered sev-
eral new sidewalks and the property
owners where the walks were ordered
are getting busy.

September 28
CROCKER CHIPS —A big deal was
“pulled off” Monday in which Hicks &
Gleave traded the old livery barn site,
which they had recently purchased for
their new lumber yard, and also Mr.
Hicks’ residence for the Tom Peterson
property adjoining Hoop mill. Hicks &
Gleave intend to move the furniture
store and poultry into the Peterson
building and will also erect their new
lumber yard near same.
The ice cream social given by the

ladies of the Royal Neighbors at the M.
W. A. [Modern Woodmen of America]
Hall Saturday night was well attended.
Miss May Head carried away the cake
for the most beautiful young lady pres-
ent.
DIXON DOINGS—The old G. A. Schnei-
der blacksmith shop, which since the
death of Mr. Schneider has been oper-
ated by his two sons, Frank and Ed,
closed its doors to the public last week.
This is one of the oldest business estab-
lishments in Dixon, having been in
continuous operation since about 1870.
LOCAL ITEMS—Work on the grading and
building the approach to the
Roubidoux bridge will soon be com-
pleted so that the bridge can be used.
The bridge was built last spring but the
delay in completing the approaches has
been caused by the wait for material, so
we are informed by Mr. Williams. [A.
G. Williams was the county surveyor.]

Sheriff Lee Baker went out to Hooker
Tuesday and arrested two men by
order of Sheriff Wilson of Phelps
county on a charge of stealing turkeys.
Mr. Wilson arrived here in the after-
noon and took the prisoners back to
Rolla. The men were traveling through
the country in wagons and are charged
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Pulaski County Courthouse, ca. 1908. Notice the hogs in each foreground corner.
The tight basket weave fence surrounds the grounds for the express purpose of
keeping stock out of the courtyard. When the stock law was enacted in town, the
fence was removed. Courtesy of Pulaski County Historical Society.



with raiding a turkey roost in Phelps
County. J. J. Bailey has charge of their
property here until they call for it.

Road Overseer J. M. Carmack filed
information against 13 men in his dis-
trict on the charge of not working the
road when notified. Five of them paid
their road tax and cost, while the other
nine failed to appear and judgment
was rendered against them in Justice
court here Monday for the amount of
their road tax and the trimmings. We
know nothing about the circumstances
that led up to the boys’ trouble, but the
road law is very strict and hard to get
away from. [A citizen could either pay the
road tax or provide labor in that amount.]

The Oddfellows at Crocker are plan-
ning a big barbecue and picnic at that
place on Tuesday, October 3rd. They
have secured the Dixon Cornet Band to
furnish music for the occasion. Crocker
Odd Fellows and Rebeccas never do
things by halves. Attend and enjoy
yourself.

John Doolin won for himself quite a
record when he drove ten pounds of
horse shoe nails last Tuesday. His
brother fitted up the shoes and Johnnie
put them on—who can beat it?

Market Day For Waynesville.
As stated last week that R. A. Bell was

here to talk up a movement to have
“market day” in Waynesville. The
Proposition seemed to meet the ap-
proval of all and bills are out announc-
ing a “Big Combination Sale” on
Saturday, September 30th, 1911, begin-
ning at 1 o’clock promptly. No differ-
ence how large or how small an article
you have to sell. Bring it in and encour-
age the enterprise. Mr. Bell offers you
his services to auction your goods free.
G. W. Gan has consented to clerk the
sale and it is an assured success. Every-
body come in on September 30th and
sell or buy something and enjoy your-
self.
HOOKER NEWS—Some of our neighbors
have begun making “good old country
sorghum” this week.

Our school has an enrollment of 37
and good attendance. The grounds are
being improved and we will soon pos-
sess a good dictionary. In addition to
the work outlined for the eight elemen-
tary grades we are also doing the work
outlined for the first year’s work in
high school. We expect to have our
school approved this year. How many
rural schools are coming up with us?

October 26
Seventh Bridge.

Material for the new bridge to be
built across the Gasconade at Riddle
Ford arrived and was unloaded here
Monday. This makes the seventh
bridge the county has thrown across its

different streams. Including the one to
be built at Riddle Ford there are four
across the Gasconade, one at McCain
Ford, at Skagg’s Ford, Fish Dam and
Riddle Ford. One across the Piney at
Ross Ford; one at the mouth of Bear
Creek, near Richland; and one across
the Roubidoux just west of Way-
nesville.

Not only has Pulaski county pro-
vided bridges wherever needed, but
she still has a nice surplus in the treas-
ury for any other necessary improve-
ments which may arise. This is a record
of which we may all be proud.—Dixon
Progress. [A pictorial on the bridges in the
2008 Old Settlers Gazette, titled “Bridges
of Pulaski County,” is available to view on-
line at www.oldstagecoachstop.org.]

The thriving little city of Cabool,
Texas County, experienced a $100,000
loss by fire last Monday night. Nine-
teen business houses with their con-
tents were burned with heavy losses to
property owners. They carried but little
insurance.

A Lowdown Trick.
One of the dirtiest tricks perpetrated

upon human kind was imposed upon
Nath Ousley last Friday night, when
some one with a disposition like an an-
imal leaving a track like a man, tore up
about sixty feet of concrete walk which
Ousley had just finished, wired in and
covered up for done. This next to the
trick that “played” upon Uncle John
Clark last winter when a keg of kraut
was dumped into his well and is a das-
tardly low down trick the perpetrator
of which is unfit for a seat at the right
hand of Satan on his high throne. Such
funny (?) tricks are getting entirely too
frequent in and around Waynesville.
LOCAL ITEMS—Albert Christeson sold to
H. E. Lolley last week the first cream
separator that has been brought to this
part of the county. Price $65.

In our rush last week we failed to
mention the advent into the newspaper
arena of the Richland Mirror, edited by
its former publisher, E. R. Valanding-
ham. Brother Val is a splendid newspa-
per man and Richland people will get
all that is “comin to ‘em” under his
management.—Success brother.

November 2
RICHLAND RAPS—Fred Schlicht of Stout-
land was in Richland the past week in-
stalling the new acetylene lights in
several of the residences.

JOSEPH PULITZER DEAD.
Joseph Pulitzer, proprietor of the [St.

Louis] Post-Dispatch and New York
World, died from heart trouble Sunday
afternoon on board his yacht near

Charleston. He was a world renowned
writer and was the originator of sensa-
tional or “yellow” journalism. He came
to America penniless and gained a for-
tune in St. Louis. For nearly twenty-
five years, Mr. Pulitzer was totally
blind. This affliction, however, did not
prevent him from keeping in touch
with the control of his own and other
newspapers and making a success of
his every effort.

Mr. Taft says he would rather be right
than be president. We approve the sen-
timent. Let Mr. Taft be right and a Mis-
sourian be president and all of us will
be better pleased than at present.
BIG PINEY—News scarce this week
owing to the protracted meeting going
on at Piney. [Revivals could stretch into
weeks.]

Rev. John Jeffries of Linn Creek has
for the past two weeks been holding a
series of meetings at Big Piney with the
greatest success Piney ever witnessed.
Every seat was filled and Saturday and
Sunday night all the standing room
was taken and yet a crowd stood at the
door and could not get in the house.

Thirty-nine additions to the church and
several more conversions. The good
people of Piney are all hard at work. It
appears that Piney will all turn out and
join the Lord. Bro. Jeffries has been
wonderfully blessed here.
LOCAL ITEMS—A. A. Burrow, the pho-
tographer, has returned from a several
weeks trip to Bloodland and Big Piney
and will make pictures in these parts
this fall and winter. [Seems Burrow failed
to sell his photography business.]

We are now located in the J. J. Clark
new building and are better prepared
to take care of our trade than ever. We
invite all our customers and everybody
to come to see us when in town and
make our store your headquarters.
Yours. respt., Mitchell & Christeson

Waynesville is getting up in society of
late. Some of the ladies have organized
an embroidery club and meet once a
week and have an enjoyable time.

An Unlucky Day.
Thursday was a day of “miss haps”

for Waynesville, but luckily no body
was seriously hurt. Mrs. Dailey, who
lives out west of town, rode in on
horseback, just as she was about to
alight her horse took fright and threw
her off onto the concrete crossing in
front of the court house. She escaped
with only a bad fright and a few
bruises. The horse took a general
“stampede” tearing up things along
his route until he came in contact with
Mrs. Nora Locker’s fence and became
entangled and stopped. Little Harry
Christeson narrowly escaped injuries
as the horse ran into his (miniature) au-
tomobile and literally made a scatter-
ment of his load of groceries, boxes, etc.
that was on the machine. In the after-
noon of the same day David Hand
brought a load of apples to town, after
unloading them the team of mules be-
came restless and backed the wagon,
mules and all in to the gulley at the
crossing by the post office. The don-
keys were soon extricated from under
the wagon, dry goods etc. all right side
up with care. The only damage was the
broken harness. Luckily no serious
damage was done to either man or
beast.
RICHLAND RAPS—Chas. Carter of
Laquey was a Richland visitor Satur-
day and Sunday. He will be cashier of
the new bank at Hazel Green which
will open the first of the year.
DIXON DOINGS—Joe Stricklan is taking a
lay off from his duties as stage driver
on the Vienna-Dixon line this week and
collecting poll taxes for the city. Judge
G. H. Mosby is acting as deputy carrier
for Mr. Stricklan.
BIG PINEY—W. M. Ichord has moved
into the W. F. Marlow property which
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This is a view of Cabool’s Main Street in 1911 before the fire that destroyed nine-
teen businesses. Courtesy of Texas County Historical Society.



he owns. Welcome Billy to our town.
He is one of our enterprising new mer-
chants of the firm of Ichord Bros at Big
Piney. [Bill Ichord is the first husband of
Emma Page Hicks, who wrote a column in
the Pulaski County Democrat named
“Early History of Pioneer Families Pulaski
County, Missouri.” She wrote these articles
between 1977 and 1983.]
LOCAL ITEMS—The Bank of Bloodland
has moved into its new banking house
which has been under construction the
past year. It’s a daisy—fire proof,
roomy and commodious which will
make their work more easy and they
will have more room to entertain their
customers.

A. A. Burrow, the photographer, was
in town Monday and had bills struck
for his stereopticon show he is going to
give in these parts.

The city council held a session Mon-
day evening and among other business
transacted ordered ordinance No. 17
published four issues in the Democrat
after which the stock law goes into ef-
fect November 30, 1911.

The Waynesville post office has been
moved across the street from the old lo-
cation into its new quarters which will
be just as convenient for patrons when
the new street crossing is finished. Post
Master G. M. Reed spares no pains to
accommodate the patrons of Way-
nesville Post Office.

November 16
DIXON DOINGS—The builders of the
Riddle Ford Bridge have commenced
work on the structure and soon the
Gasconade will be spanned by another
iron bridge. County Surveyor A. G.
Williams came over Friday to supervise
the work and Alex McKinnon is haul-
ing the material from Dixon to the
river.
BIG PINEY—Arthur Burrow and Chas.
Hemfree went into the moving picture
business Monday.
HANCOCK ITEMS—We understand the
telephone office of this place is going to

be discontinued. [Telephone news was
usually that of expansion. This neighbor-
hood must have been short on subscribers.]

Here will be found the number of
deaths from Pulaski county as filed
with the State Bureau of Vital Statistics,
for the month of August: seven
deaths—one from typhoid fever, two
from nervous trouble, one from pneu-
monia, one from diarrhea and one from
Bright’s disease. There were twenty
births in Pulaski county during the
month of August.
LOCAL ITEMS—Cement 40 cents per
sack, net for a short time only—Way-
nesville Lumber Yards.

There is strong talk to the effect that
we are likely to get a Star Route
through from here to Laquey and on to
Bellefonte. A few years ago this route
was discontinued greatly to the incon-
venience of the people of this part of
the country. It seems a great drawback
for people living only a few miles of us
to have their mail go by way of Crocker
and Richland and it takes 24 hours to
get a letter to Laquey from Way-
nesville.

B. F. Jones and John Simpson have
arranged to open a pool room at Way-
nesville. The equipment was hauled

over Thursday. Frank Light will be in
charge of the room, which they expect
to have in operation by Saturday.—
Dixon Progress. [Seems odd that the De-
mocrat would reprint a Waynesville
business item from the Dixon paper.]

One of the fiercest blizzards known in
these parts struck the Ozark regions
Saturday. A fall of 40 degrees in the
temperature was felt in a few hours fol-
lowed by hail, snow and sleet. Monday
morning the temperature had dropped
to six above with a strong Northwest
wind which made life miserable for
those who were not prepared for it.
[Since it usually is sweltering when the
Gazettes come out at the end of July, we
thought we would print this item as a re-
minder that the heat will pass.]
SCHLICHT SPLINTERS—Col. O’Riley from
St. Louis is out searching for a lost gold
watch and guns lost by upsetting their
boat near here. They found the guns in
about three feet of water but not the
watch.

November 23
RICHLAND RAPS—The Frisco has com-
pleted a 50,000 gallon tank at East Rich-
land also a new pump for the pumping
plant.
BAILEY ITEMS—J. L. Barnes was the

lucky bidder on the mail route from
this place to Waynesville which gives
us again daily communication with the
county seat. Mr. Barnes started in on
his work as carrier on the 13th.
DIXON DOINGS—There is strong talk of
Dixon having electric lights. Hope it
will result in something more than talk.
Floyd Spalding is the promoter.
BLUE SPRING NOTES—J. C. Rigsby re-
ceived the commission for the Rigsby
Post Office Friday and if nothing hap-
pens we will have a Post Office soon.
[This is a new correspondent and not heard
from again this year. Blue Spring was re-
named at some point as Shanghai Spring,
probably by the sportsmen crowd from St.
Louis. It is located on the Big Piney down-
stream from the site of Meadowbrook
Lodge. See map on page 16.]
BIG PINEY—There is talk of the Ladies
Aid having a box supper here on the
30th. Now, come in boys and get your
girl’s box. A good time is anticipated
then. [Founded by Rachel Cole in 1878,
The Ladies Aid Sewing Circle and Rescue
Society met every Tuesday evening to quilt
for raffles and to do other charitable work.
The Ladies Aid, under the guise of the
Women's Christian Temperance Union,
also fought for women's suffrage. After
their success in 1893 when Colorado be-
came the first state to grant women the
vote, they worked to eradicate the devil of
drink and to grant women the right to own
property. The group began to fall apart
after Rachel's death in 1926 and formally
disbanded in 1931.]

The Big Piney Lodge No. 564 will
serve a love feast supper on the 2nd of
December. All I. O. O. F. people come
and have a good time with us.
There is to be a Rebekah Lodge organ-

ized in the near future here. [A Rebekah
Lodge is the female I. O. O. F., Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. This fraternal order
had a lodge in most area communities.]
LOCAL ITEMS—Surveyor Ashley
Williams returned Sunday morning
from a several days stay near Dixon
where he had been to locate the site for
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This view of Hazlegreen in 1914 does not reveal the new bank that was to open
the first of the year in 1912. Courtesy of John Bradbury.



the Gasconade Bridge that is now
under construction near Mossy
Springs. [It looks like Riddle Bridge didn’t
get finished until 1912.]

W. J. Scales was over from Crocker
Saturday on business. He is having
erected a fine livery and feed stable in
Crocker which is nearing completion.

The G. M. Reed new concrete build-
ing is nearing completion and the east
front room is occupied by the Pulaski
County Abstract Co. and the west room
will be used by Dr. W. Sell. It will prob-
ably be ready for occupancy by Decem-
ber 1st.

We understand that Rolla is now on
the “Water Wagon.” At a recent meet-
ing of the Council there the vote stood
3 for 3 against granting licenses to the
saloons. Mayor Long took the matter
under advisement and cast the decid-
ing vote Saturday which will put the
saloons out of business there for the
time being at least. —Dixon Progress.

There will be a box supper and enter-
tainment at Trower school house on
Saturday evening, December 2nd.
Everyone attend and help the school li-
brary.

November 30
On the Boom.

The war that has been waged on the
town hog and cow was brought to an
abrupt close this week when the town
ordinance prohibiting stock from run-
ning at large within the city limits went
into effect.

It has always been the disposition of
our people to let majority rule and oth-
ers obey even if it is not always in ac-
cord to their way of thinking—so it is
in this case and not an animal is to be
seen on our streets, consequently visi-
tors can come to town and not be mo-
lested by having to get off the sidewalk
and walk around a bunch of swine or
get full of fleas. Mr. Hog has had his
day in Waynesville, also the old faithful
milk cow has foraged the last wagon.
The farmer can come to town now with
the assurance that his wagon will not
be molested. This a stride toward the
making of Waynesville a pretty neat,
clean little burg—the county seat—a
place where all Pulaski county can look
at with pride as their capital.

We are looking forward to, at a very
early date, the old structure called a
fence, to be taken from around the
court yard and a neat hitch rack grace
the grounds where it stands, also the
rubbish moved off the streets, etc.

Waynesville is on the boom, four sub-
stantial business houses have been
erected within the past year as well as a
number of residences, others have built
additions, painted and otherwise im-
proved their homes. Waynesville, the
banner city of the Ozarks.

BIG PINEY—C. M. Rowden went to
Crocker Monday to get more furniture
for the hotel. [The Big Piney Hotel which
still stands as a renovated residence.]

The box supper at Hopewell school
house was well attended and every-
thing moved along nicely. The cake for
the most handsome lady was given to
Mrs. Chas. Henfree of Big Piney. The
proceeds of the supper will go to the
school library. [No ugliest man prize.]
Local Items—J. B. Christeson has been
putting on airs and has installed a new
two bulb gasoline lamp in his sitting
room this week. It is a new thing and
makes a light equal to the acetylene
light and much less trouble to operate.

The Reed family, who have nearly all
been down sick this fall, have at last all
got on foot. George was the last victim
to come out. G. M. and Roy are again to
be found in the Law and Abstract office
and Guy took charge of the city barber
shop Monday morning. George—well
we won’t say what vocation he follows.

The wise farmer never hires a man
with patches on the seat of his overalls.

Pulaski County population 11,438.

December 7
RICHLAND RAPS—The Post Office De-

partment at Richland will establish a
Postal Savings Bank on Dec. 6th 1911.
DIXON DOINGS—The Frazierville Saloon
has “shut up” but we understand what
is called a “barrel house” is now being
run there. Some people have another
name for the place as it is run now.
BIG PINEY—The Big Piney Ladies Aid,
since the organization last spring, has
quilted 24 quilts at 50 cents each and
on Nov. 30th gave a box supper. Robert
Page was awarded the towel and soap
and Mrs. John Sneed the berry dishes
and Miss Lela Breeden the cake. The
net proceeds of the supper amounted
to $22.35. They paid out for church
purposes $33.

The write-up of Pulaski county in the
Richland Mirror Brother Val. [Editor
Valindingham] has the following to say
about Waynesville: “Waynesville, the
county seat, is in the center of the
county and is situated in one of the
most beautiful and picturesque spots in
the world on the banks of the
Roubidoux, just below one of the
largest springs in the state. It is located
in the midst of one of the most fertile
valleys in the Ozarks; and the township
in which it is located produces more
corn, hay, mules, cattle and hog than
any other spot of the same size in the
state.”

Farmer’s Union Meeting.
The Annual meeting of the share-

holders of the Farmer’s Union Mercan-
tile & Supply Co. will be held at the
Woodman hall in Crocker, Mo., Satur-
day, December 30, 1911, at 1 o’clock for
purpose of electing a Board of Direc-
tors for the ensuing year and to amend
and adopt bylaws and to transact any
legal business that may come before
the meeting.

To consider the proposition of consol-
idating the Union Store at Bloodland
with the Union Store at Crocker.

W. H. Carmack, Sec.

LOCAL ITEMS—We are informed that
Hancock is to have a new bank in the
very near future. Most all the stock has
been subscribed already.

A clergyman received a letter from a
liquor dealer asking him to furnish
names of persons he thought might
order whiskey. As a test he sent the ad-
dresses of six members of his congrega-
tion and received $6 as commission on
six sales.

Hazel Green is to soon have a bank. It
begins to look like that a bank can exist
at every cross road in the country.
While there is only one store at Hazel
Green it has the good farming country
and the wide awake prosperous people

to make a bank prosper. This with the
new venture at Hancock will make ten
bank institutions for Pulaski County.

The Sell stock of drugs was moved
into their new quarters, the Reed new
building Saturday. Dr. Sell and George
W. Lane have formed a partnership
and will put in a good stock of drugs,
staple and fancy articles and have an
up-to-date drug store.

The Frisco train schedule has been
changed on all the trains as also the
No. of the trains. For the benefit of
travelers from these parts we give you
the trains that most concern us. No. 13,
2:05 p.m.; No. 11, 4:23 a.m.; No. 2, 1:50
a.m.; Local west No. 43, 10:44 a.m.; East
No. 42, 1:30 p.m.

December 21
Teachers Association A Grand Success.
The annual (Pulaski County) Teach-

ers Association was held here three
days last week in connection with the
school contest which drew even a
larger crowd than was anticipated. A
splendid program was carried out both
at the day meeting and evening ses-
sion. Every inch of the time was taken
up and the teachers expressed them-
selves that they only wished the Asso-
ciation could hold a whole week. There
were 75 teachers who hold certificates
present; possibly some 10 or 12 were
kept away on account of providential
hindrances.

The art and fancy work display was
grand, far exceeding anything we have
seen lately, and we wish to say here
that this is one of the valuable addi-
tions that has been added to the de-
partment of education, even the tiny
chaps in first grade did surprising
good work in map drawing, fancy
work etc. Also the corn exhibit was fine
and far exceeded what could have been
expected for the dry year. The display
at the hall was well worth parents
going miles to view and especially
when the work was done by their own
little ones. Below we give the list of
prize winners in the various contests:
In the high school spelling contest
Gusta York of Richland won off the
prize of $5.00, class A, Mabel Defoe of
the Lee school won the prize of $5.00,
class B. Lola Lucas of Richland was the
lucky winner receiving $5.00. In the
corn contest Cecil White of Pleasant
Grove won first prize and Clarence
Berry of Hanna second prize of $5.00
and $2.50. In the story contest Gladys
Davis of Dixon won first premium and
Fern Iles of Richland second—$5.00
and $2.50.

The Rural school exhibit prizes were
awarded to Burnett $10.00, Dundas
$5.00 and Lone Star $2.50. In the High
School exhibit—Richland 1st, Dixon
2nd, Waynesville 3rd. No premiums
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This building housed the Waynesville Post Office and was built on George Reed’s
property between Lynn Street and Highway 17 on the east side of the square. It
was made of blocks with the stone face style used to build Rolling Heath School.
This picture, courtesy of Doris Reed, was scanned from a 1985 Old Settlers Gazette.



were awarded to the high schools.
A heavy snow fell Friday night

which about spoiled the relay race but
nevertheless the Dixon team was on
hand, on time, and there being no op-
posing team to contest, a team of en-
thusiastic teachers furnished the target
and Dixon carried off the laurels and
the trophy cup which they will hold
this year or until contested for again.
Hon. J. L. McCormack presented the
cup with a few brief but appropriate
and encouraging words and the Dixon
team went on their way rejoicing.

The Association and Contest will in
all probability be held here next year.
The county seat is centrally located and
it is only fair to the teachers to have the
meeting held here.
HANCOCK—Hancock is going to have a
new mill. B. F. Goodman received his
engine one day last week. Mr. Good-
man is preparing to build a new mill
house.

The proposition for a $10,000 bank at
Hancock is fully made up and $21.00
over.

The stockholders met at Hancock
Dec. 18th for the purpose of organizing
a bank which resulted in the following
parties being elected as directors: J. J.
Alexander, S. P. Willis, Jas. Lee, A. A.
Decker, H. W. Cannon, M. O. Mitchell,
T. V. Imboden, D. A. Claiborn and D. D.

Greenstreet. They perfected the organi-
zation with J. J. Alexander President
and H. W. Cannon Vice president and
M. O. Mitchell Secretary. They did not
decide on cashier, but will meet Tues-
day, Dec. 26th, to decide on cashier and

attend to other business. A free dinner
was furnished for the stock holders at
the hotel and restaurant.
LOCAL ITEMS—A mysterious stranger
made his appearance at the Black Hotel
Tuesday evening, tired and weary from

long travel and asked to remain all
night. While Mrs. Black and daughter
were considering keeping him they
asked a neighbor if they knew anything
about the traveler—to their surprise the
answer came that he is your son and
brother. Lewis has only been away 6
years, but they could not recognize in
the big bearded man the son Lewis. It
was a happy meeting after all.
ROUBIDOUX RAPS—Lewis Fisher has
been busy moving the store at Pump-
kin Center to Bloodland, the great cen-
ter of the south part.

The blacksmith shops and Farmers
Union store as well as every other en-
terprise in Bloodland is doing a good
business.

Some of our valued contemporaries
have announced that they will not get
out an issue of their paper next week. It
takes more than a holiday to cause the
Democrat to miss a publication.
[Ironically, there is no copy of a December 28
Democrat. Either Publishers Mrs. Nathan
Wheeler and O. O.Ragsdale, for all their bluster,
didn’t publish one or a copy didn’t survive.]
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First State Bank

As we have seen in the news of this year and last, every neighborhood wanted to
organize a bank. The small building above is the preserved bank in Long Lane,
halfway between Lebanon and Buffalo on State Highway 32. A granite stone next
to the building reads, “First State Bank of Long Lane MO. The smallest bank in
Missouri. Opened on Aug. 15, 1910. By Nov. 1926 had a capitol (sic) of $46,500. It
survived the Great Depression and a robbery in the 1930’s then merged with Bank
of Buffalo in 1930.” Emir Christeson of Pulaski County was cashier of this bank
until he resigned in March of 1911. Photograph by Terry Primas.

Compiled and edited by Terry Pri-
mas, editor of the Gazette. Primas su-
pervises student teachers for Drury
University and is a step-on guide for
the Pulaski County Tourism Bureau’s
bus tours on Route 66.


